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Architects: Junzo Sakakura, arch. & assocs.
Contractor :  Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Construction Term: December, 1965 to January 1967
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REVIEW

by Tatsundo Toki

The former public hall had been Gothic and a magnificient build-
ing, designed in the late 1920's by Dr. Goichi Takeda, Professor of
Kyoto University, since which time it had been loved by the
citizens as the place for the development of their provincial culture
and art.

This old hall was pulled down to make way for social progress,

and a new city hall suitable as a "sanctury of culture " for Gifu
City was built on the same site.

This building is a two part complex.

One part consists of the grand hall and the other is made up
of the gallery, assembly hall, and wedding ceremony and other
facilities.

The grand hall is a reinforced concrete cone structure cut
aslant at the top, with a diameter of 40m and a height 20 m, in
which a moderate number of seats including balcony seats are
arranged to admit about 1,500 persons.

The gallery assembly hall part, on the other hand, is a low,
L-shaped structure, with parking facilities underground. The pillars
for the first and second floors are located discretly. The first
floor pillars support the second floor beam at the center. The
pillars carry a single span on the first floor, while on the second
floor they support two spans. For the floor beams of the second
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floor, a unique SRC. construction method employed as a cantilever
protruding from the wall.

This structure is a principal element in the appearance of this
building, with the second floor outside walls of pre-cast concrete
finished in Bonntile, and the slant-top cone in the back.

The front piloti area appears to be quite open, but it is devided
in good order into entrances, each of which leads to the gallery,
grand hall, assembly hall or offices.

The L-shaped part and the huge cone come together to form
a comfortable front lobby, by a simple technique of joining the
pipe-structured roof to the cantilever projected from the walls on
pin-joints, where an extremely open and cheerful atmosphere is
created in the soft clear light from above and the skillful interior
color effects.

Between the corner part of the L-shaped structure and the
conic hall, there is a neat courtyard with a fountain, surrounded
by the grand hall lobby, the entrance to the wedding ceremony
facilities, the offices, and others.

The outside walls of the grand hall are set with 260,000 pieces
of hand-made Daibutsu (a great image of Budda) tiles of Kyoto
Kiyomizu Yaki ceramics. These tiles are also used in certain areas
of the inside hall and lobby with refreshing appeal.

The mechanism for the stage of the auditorium, in which a
sliding stage and three rising stages are combined, is reputed to
be the best in the Prefecture, and careful consideration has been
given to the sound effects and lighting system of the grand hall.

The front drop-curtain of the stage is made of Kyoto Nishijin
Ori textile, with an abstract design by the artist Kei Sato, a member
of Shin Seisaku Kai, named "' Fire, Water and Earth ', representing
cormorant fishing on the Nagaragawa River.

During the construction work stage, the contractors understood
well and fully reflected the aims of the architect, and consequently
the degree of precision is very high.

As a result of the co-operation between the architects and the
contractor, the building has turned out to be extremely efficient
and practical, cheerful and neat, and with added high tone.

The municipal authorities have also expressed their deep gratitude
to both the architects and the contractor for having fulfilled their
expectations.

It is my considered opinion that this is a building worthy of the
BCS Prize.
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Lobby on the 2nd floor
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KA—J Main hall
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