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New Kanagawa Prefectural Office Building
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Owner : Kanagawa Prefecture

Location: Yokohama

Architects : Junzo Sakakura, arch. & assocs.
Contractor :  Kajima Construction Co., Ltd.
Construction Term: March, 1964 to May, 1966
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REVIEW

by Fugaku Yokoyama

The condition fundamental to the production of a superior
architectural work is the consistent and firm combination of the
owner, architect and contractor with extremely high concientious-
ness and enthusiasm. | believe that this situation alone can bring
about the display of sure techniques to create a structure that is
superior from every point of view, functionally, effectively and
artistically. | can say that this building exemplifies this condition.
This conviction became firmer as we, who were in charge of
examining the building, listened to the detailed, on-the-spot obser-
vation of the Prefectural Officials, the architect and the contrac-
tor, inspected the interior and exterior of the building, and read
the entire report on construction work of the new office building
lissued by Kanagawa Prefecture) which covered over 370 pages
with records in detail and in their order of occurance. First, to
sum up, we would like to say that this building is most modern
and original as a public edifice, and that the course of thought
and utilization of technique which were carried through all the
processes of planning, basic design, working plans, work administ-
ration and construction were of extremely high quality and, at the
same time, were very intense.

The purpose of constructing this office building was to concen-
trate the administrative business, hence promoting its efficiency,
coping with the past increases and future developments of the
administrative business with the rapid progress of the prefectural
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authority. It can be said that the volition and policy which were
shown by the prefectural authorities in the early stages of planning,
such as selection of the site, plotting of the quality and scale of
construction, making and acquiring of the budget, selection of
design administrators including technical advisers and contractors,
were extremely up-to-date, systematic and scrupulous.

The next matter worthy of special mention is that the design is
clearly superior and well-balanced from every point of view. The
clear-cut plan has resulted in a fine combination of each function
of the space, structure and equipment. And, the powerful and
graceful appearance of this building is successful, inevitably reveal-
ing the function of the plan. That is, the contrast between the
dark color of the huge outside wall surface at the duct spaces
posted at both the east and west ends and at the south and
north outside ends of the service core, and the silvery bright
metallic finish of the overall outside wall surface gives excellent
character to this building. Further, the interior finish at every
important point has succeeded in forming an aesthetic space,
while maintaining moderation as a public building.

Another feature is the close planning of the structural engineer-
ing. As this building was to be one of the first of the high-rised
buildings to exceed the former limit of 31m, with 13 stories above
ground and an eaves height of 47.75m (62.7m at the core), the
foundation and earthquake engineering were made extremely
thorough with the participation of a group of authorized technical
advisers, and the safety required of a public structure was fully
considered. The feedback between the construction planning and
the structural engineering which was performed from the first stage
of ‘the basic designing, gave a decisive direction to the entire
project.

In the equipment engineering, too, which provides for a suitable
environment and the prevention of disasters, the latest techniques
necessary for heightening the function of occupancy, economy
and disaster prevention were thrown to seek a synthetic harmony
with the architecture and the structure, with feedback through
other sections.

In order for the construction work to actualize this high-level
design, it was carried out expertly by the contractors under
expert construction administration, with many new techniques intro-
duced. As a consequence of our on-the-spot observation, we
find that the result is highly satisfactory and that there are no
apparent defects occurring during the laspe of time after com-
pletion of the building.

For the foregoing reasons, we have judged this building to be
the best qualified to receive the BCS Prize.
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Conference room

#E8E Managing staff’s room
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E_E Roof-garden
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