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Owner : Gifu Prefecture

Location : Gifu

Architect : Nikken Sekkei Komu Co., Ltd.
Contractor : Hazama-Gumi Ltd.

Construction Period : July, 1964 to February, 1966
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by Akio Kwada

The site of the Gifu Prefectural Office in the Yabuta
district used to be fields and rice paddies all over.

Yabuta geographically is an important point, the center
of the arteries of traffic, as it not only links the Tokai and
Hokuriku regions but, lying in the midst of developing mid-
dle Japan, also serves as the contact point hetween Eastern
and Western Japan.

It was to avert a populationdensity becoming worse that
the idea of building a new city here on a large scale was
conceived—here where there are rich water resources with
the three Kiso rivers flowing near by, and a beautiful
scenery with Mt. Ibuki soaring in the background and the
Inaba Castle just at a stone’s throw.

And, the new prefectural office building here was to be
the nerve center of the new city, to be the center piece of
all the buildings to sprout out. So, it seems that the prefec-
ture authorities, the architect and the contractor were united
in one body and took so much pains in bringing up a build-
ing that would be worth serving as the symbol of this locality.

The lay-out is so arranged as to leave some vacant lot

so as to effectively use it for an annex when necessity arises
and so raise its utility value.
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The building is divided into three parts: one for office
work, one for the legislative organ to assemble, and the
other for the stafl’s mutual-aid association, These are
separate buildings but are linked in one in such a way as
to make it easy to go from one to another.

The building site is raised, for the Yabuta district have
had floods time and-again. Provided with no underground
rooms, the building has a machine and electric rooms on
its first floor as a precaution against a possible flood. There
is a slope way set up on the first floor leading up directly
to the front door and the hall on the second floor. The
slope way and the deck on the top of it are made so spacious
as to enable a large-size bus to turn around. The building
has a unique-looking facade and a large parking lot in
front.

As the eaves of the administrative building are made as
high as 45 m, cast iron pipes of the same diameter are used
for the pilasters and the beams are fabricated with structural
steel covered with proper thickness of fire resistance to
reduce the building weight. The earthquake-proof wall is
fabricated in H-shape with two gables and a center part in
an attempt to save steel material,

The building complex has a personality of its own befitting
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a prefecture office building. There is nothing formal or
extravagant about it. It is a building designed with an
eye on high efficiency in office work.

Local products are used wherever possible as building
malerials, espemal[y for ﬁm%’mncr Used for instance are
“Ena stone™ for the slope way. marble for the mosaic mural
in the hall showing the four seasons in the Nobhi plain,
ceramic ware of Tajimi and melanin-dressed planks to
enrich local color. We see here the intention of promoting
local industries, and it is agreeably blended in the building
to make it look rich in local color.

Befitting a public building, in the fixtures we see much
pains taken to enhance oflice work efficiency and to reduce
maintenance expenditure. To save underground water con-
sumption, for example, two units of turbo refrigerator are
installed for series operation as the source of heating and
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cooling energy and the double-duct type air-conditioning
system used for the administrative building so that it would
be possible to regulate the temperature in each room,

Also to be noted are the use of indirect lighting along
with down lights in the Citizens’ Hall to create a pleasingly
calm atmosphere and the care takensto match the fixtures
well with the interior decoration,

At a look, execution of work appears plain and ordinary,
but looked closer, no flaw is to be found, to put it in a word.
This goes to show that the contractor did not spare any
efforts in attending to even the smallest details to produce
this fine building.

For the reasons stated above, all the Screening Committee
members taking part in the on-the-spot investigation un-
animously agreed to recommend the building as being
worthy of a BCS Prize.
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d 3rd floor lobby
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HEMABEE  Conference wing, member”s anteroom

MEMICHE  Conference wing, reception room

AR L BEE S Office wing, 1st floor parking
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