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View from the west corner. The 'Garden side' in front. Exterior view from the northwest. The Suntory Museum of Art on the right.
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21_21 DESIGN SIGHT 4% Exterior view of the 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT.
Interior view of the Suntory Museum of Art.
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Hotel lobby lounge on the fourty-fifth floor of the Midtown Tower.
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Office entrance lobby on the first floor of the Midtown Tower.

754 %R T3Y Looking down at the plaza.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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This is a large-scale urban redevelopment project implemented on the
former site of the Defense Agency. On the site, an extensive green
area was secured and the preexisting Hinokicho Park was improved.
The buildings constructed next to the wooded park and green plazas
form harmonious and relaxing urban spaces. On the site, offices,
a convention hall, an art museum, short-, medium- and long-term
residential facilities, commercial facilities and restaurants are arranged
in an open manner, so that people can use them as they please. The
project has led to a revitalization of the district.

Top architects, landscape architects and designers from inside and
outside Japan participated in the design and succeeded in designing a
variegated cluster of buildings with spaces that many different people
visit. The development vision or concept was ‘Japan Value,” meaning
designs throughout the project had to respect the traditional aesthetic
and lifestyle of Japan. Many features suggestive of traditional Japanese
architectural styles such as designs using slender linear elements have
been incorporated. Japanese styles featuring paper and wood materials
have been introduced to unify the interior finishes of commercial
facilities and restaurants. To deal with the complex problems
involved—the large scale of the development, the participation of
diverse designers, the full realization of the development vision, and
the harmony of the project as a whole—the various design operations
were carried out under careful project management, and the project
was successfully completed despite the short construction period.

With respect to the exterior finish of the tower symbolic of the
project, different shades of glass were used in accordance with the
building configuration so as to create an impression of depth. Care
was also taken to reduce the environmental load, for example by
installing vertical fins and horizontal louvers and using multilayered
glazing. Furthermore, structural technologies such as a base isolation
system and vibration damping members have been introduced
everywhere.

With respect to construction, an enormous volume of
excavated soil was carried out from an urban area, and a project
involving many separate construction zones and multiple buildings,
all in close proximity, was implemented successfully despite the
short construction period, with proper consideration paid to the
neighboring environment and no major accident, thanks to excellent
construction and management skills.

Since the completion of construction, various events have been
held in the outdoor spaces that are open to the public in order
to revitalize the district. The safety of the visiting public is being
carefully considered as well. Various security devices, designed to
be inconspicuous, have been installed, so that all visitors including
children and seniors can spend time here, free of care.

Many people and organizations participated in the planning,
design, construction and management of this large-scale urban
redevelopment project, and tribute should be paid to their efforts
which have resulted in the creation of an urban space with a new
form.
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