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Japan Guide Dog Center “Fuji Harness”
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HAKDFETS Aerial view from the east.
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J%xHEAMICE% Facing page: East view towards the lounge.

IVhZVAEh5itEAEZRS Northeast view from the side of the entrance.

JOLF—REEAMBICEET East view of the promenade. WHEZEDHEDOKRRE  Graveling pavement between the buildings.
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The objective of this facility is to train and develop guide dogs to be
lifelong companions to visually-handicapped persons and to alert
society to the need for such activity. At present, there is a shortage of
guide dogs, and though social demand for their services exists, the
operation of facilities depends on contributions of interested persons.
This training center therefore is an unusual functional combination—a
training zone, which operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, has been
joined to a dissemination and education zone that anyone can visit. A
site at the base of Mt. Fuji—the former site of the Mt. Fuji headquarters
of the Aum Shinrikyo cult—was selected for the new construction.

This project is meaningful first for washing away the past, negative
associations of the site, restoring to the site the beautiful environment
of the foothills of Mt. Fuji and making it a place local residents can love
and outsiders will visit. Second, the project is meaningful for having
produced through these buildings a new and separate attraction.

The architecture takes a unique form: a cluster of rooms with
simple pitched roofs are connected by a meandering covered walkway.
The way in which this arrangement gives order to the undulating
land is noteworthy. This form enables the spaces for the kennels and
visitors to function independently while loosely connecting them
by means of the walkway—the result is an attractive architectural
promenade. As visitors stroll about, the covered walkway frames the
outside landscape including Mt. Fuji and gives the views a human
dimension. These views alternate with views of various training
activities at the facility—the form is one that is well suited to a facility
that is open to the landscape.

The design conditions set by the client included low construction
cost and low running cost. In response, the architect selected a number
of materials and produced a design that has been thoroughly worked
out. The facility is simple in appearance but has a fresh and distinctive
air of dignity. At first glance, the buildings may seem fragile, given
the severity of the local climate, but the structural form, which is an
ingenious blend of wooden and steel-frame construction, contains many
carefully considered measures and devices. The depth of the foundation
beams under the floor has been used to create a pit for pipes for the
mechanical system. This is a rational solution to the programmatic
demand that maintenance and future additions be facilitated.

Confronted by a host of unfamiliar problems—the need to adapt to
a severe local climate, the need to search for and remove harmful buried
objects, and the need to configure floor materials and fences in ways suited
for use by dogs—the builder is said to have proceeded after conferring
closely with the architect and carrying out experiments. Although the
buildings are simple, the details leave no room for error—no doubt the
project required a great deal of effort on the part of the builder.

An extremely pleasant place has been created in the foothills of
Mt. Fuji. It has attracted not only experts and concerned persons but
dog-lovers. More than 30,000 persons visit the facility annually, and

there are many repeat visitors.

Although they cannot voice their opinion, the space is
undoubtedly pleasant for the guide dogs as well as the staff and
visitors. This is an excellent work of architecture whose new form
allows the landscape to emerge all the more clearly.
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