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Location / Meguro-ku, Tokyo
Owners /The University of Tokyo

Komaba Communication Plaza PFI Co., Ltd.

Architects / Rui Design Room

Kajima Corporation
Contractor / Kajima Corporation
Completion Date / September 30, 2006

RALDEBZER 2. EFIZEIFRERE  View of the courtyard from the east. The left side is existing library.
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f the entrance gate from the northwest.




BEE2PET X Terrace on the second floor of the south building.
BEE1BEARE Dining room on the first floor of the south building.
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MELDEEHEZRT29  Looking down at the courtyard from the south building.
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FIBENE  Interior view of the 'Wakan'.
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FRE3MET A View of the terrace on the third floor of the south building.

#LB=E  Studio practice room of the north building.
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This facility, intended for use as a place of communication by an ‘open
university, was built as a private finance initiative (PFI) project on
a site long occupied by the Komaba campus dormitory and dining
hall.

The facility serves as a place for social services and education
research that enables students to lead a pleasant life on campus and as
a place for communication with local residents.

It is at the eastern end of a gingko tree-lined street running east-
west across the university campus. It consists of a north building, a
south building, a Japanese-style building and the preexisting Komaba
Library. A large canopy has been constructed between the north and
south buildings, forming an entrance gate. Passing under it, one
arrives at a plaza surrounded by three buildings. The greenery of the
gingko trees is extended into the plaza. The Japanese-style building is
at the end of a gentle slope, and beyond it are the woods in which the
so-called Ichiniro Pond is located.

The plaza is simply landscaped to harmonize it with the
nearby woods; a part of the old Komaba dormitory has been
left as a reminder of past history. The plaza is used as a place for
communication and relaxation. The overall plan, intended to
embody the ideal of an ‘open university, can be said to have been
successful.

The buildings are simple in design. The exteriors consist of
beautifully-constructed exposed concrete and curtain walls. The
canopy that is arranged around the plaza and maintains the design of
the preexisting library is distinctive. The slender steel-pipe columns
extending from the canopy over the roof to the ground and the
terrace cantilevered from the second floor create a deep, delicate
facade and a pleasant semi-outdoor space surrounding the plaza.

Functionally, measures have been taken to reduce the running
cost: sun control by means of the canopy, intended to reduce the
air conditioning load, and, to conserve energy, a natural, gravity
ventilation system consisting of ‘eco-shafts’ around stairways and
balcony openings.

Preservation and replanting of preexisting trees, greening of roofs,
recycling of rainwater and rainwater seepage have been pursued
aggressively out of consideration for the natural environment.

Structurally, a long-span, prestressed rigid-frame structure
intended to prolong the life of the building was adopted; the system
can adapt to future changes in planning.

There may be different possible solutions to the architectural
design of such facilities situated in nature, but this simple design,
intended to produce a fresh, pleasant environment in which the
indoors is continuous with the outdoors and any feeling of artificiality
has been erased, is given life and made successful by the brightly
colored garb of the students who gather here.
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