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£E. b tEAIRE  Facing page, above : Night view from the northeast.
8. T:HEOE—A# Facing page, below : Interior view of the civic lobby.

MRYOVEDEEF%ZRES South east view from the civic salon.
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Sound absorbing board for which
diatomaceous earth is used.
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Suzu is a small city with a population of 18,000, located at the tip
of Noto Peninsula. The Noto Line once extended from Nanao and
linked the peninsula to the mainland but since the discontinuation
of that service, the city has felt isolated. La Porte Suzu Performing-
Arts Center is a multipurpose hall planned for a reclaimed area
adjacent to the port—upon enforcement of the Central Urban
District Revitalization Law—in the hopes of revitalizing a region that
is experiencing a ‘hollowing out as a result of not only isolation but
depopulation, a declining birthrate and an aging population.

Though not widely known, diatomaceous earth is a special
product of Suzu. The architect, who had visited the city a number
of times in that connection, was asked to participate in the project
from the conceptual stage. In response to requests and expressions of
hope from different quarters, she developed a program after holding
a year-long workshop with the public, local government and experts.
The program, devised so that people of the city as well as tourists
might gather and engage in diverse activities, bore fruit in the end
in a scheme in which multiple lens-shaped roofs are clustered like
clouds around the hall, and places for activities such as a ‘civic salon,
atelier-studios, and a music museum are dispersed like islands in an
archipelago underneath the roofs.

This image of clouds floating in the middle of a port in the middle
of the city is said to have emerged from a workshop with children.
The cluster of white, rounded roofs in the midst of a townscape
crowded with low houses topped by black roof-tiles creates a landscape
of sharp contrast that is nevertheless cheerful in character. There are
many examples of solemn buildings that seem to bear the burden of
tradition out of an excessive regionalist consciousness, but one can
sense in this facility a quiet determination to embark on a new era
and understand how this solution might be far more suitable for
the location. By facing up to the task that was thrust upon her, the
architect has produced for the people of the city a facility that is quite
open. In particular, the grassy landscaping, which stretches beyond
the boundary of the site, seems to extend into the lobby space, thanks
to the grass-like carpet. Together with the lens-shaped ceiling which
reflects light, it reinforces the feeling that this is a plaza where people
are engaged in various activities. The facility has succeeded in giving
rise to a new sense of community in the urban district.

The architect anticipated the management and maintenance
of the building after completion even as she translated the diverse,
given conditions into a transparent, bright, easily understood facility
of open character. In response to a complex and difficult order,
the builder devised various measures while maintaining precision,
and achieved a building meeting a high standard of performance
while remaining cost conscious. Having relied on the architect and
encouraged the public to participate, those concerned in the local
government have taken the initiative in managing the facility since
its completion. The public has actively participated in community
development through engagement in various activities. La Porte
Suzu Performing-Arts Center is worthy of praise as a project in
which different parties have worked together from their respective
standpoints to support a local city confronting many problems.
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