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Osaka Bar Association Building

FRTEH,/ KBRAF KR AL X R 1-12-5 Location / Osaka City, Osaka Prefecture
BEE/ KEAELS Owner / Osaka Bar Association

HEHE /MRt BERRET Architect / Nikken Sekkei Ltd.

BIE /A att KHE Contractor / Obayashi Corporation
®TH,/2006E7831H Completion Date / July 31, 2006

HE EEL%ERS Facing page: View of the lower level.
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2F0E— Lobby on the second floor.
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1T RS> 20E—  Entrance lobby on the first floor. {EfBEREEME  External wall of the lower level.
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13BE<2B0OE— Lobby on the thirteenth froor.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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The Osaka Bar Association Building stands on Nakanoshima, a scenic
island in Osaka, a city known for its close relationship to rivers and
other bodies of water. Harmonizing a building with the townscape
of Nakanoshima is easier said than done. What was demanded was
a building that takes full advantage of the special characteristics of
the site—its access to water and greenery, such as Dojima River and
Nakanoshima Park, that are increasingly rare in the middle of a city
and its distant view of an invaluable part of the city’s architectural
heritage, the Chuo Public Hall (which received a BCS Prize in 2004).
That meant designing a building that does not simply reap the
benefits of that townscape but has sufficient architectural character of
its own to become an integral part of a new Nakanoshima townscape.

In addition, given the objectives of a building for the bar
association, there was also no doubt demand that it suggest by its
architectural expression transparency of business, openness to the
public and durability of the bar association as an institution.

In view of the difficulty of its program, one is amazed by the
enthusiasm shown for the project by the developer, the Osaka Bar
Association, and the work performed by the architect and builder.

To take advantage of the scenic environment of Nakanoshima,
the first steps taken were to limit the dimensions of the structural
columns and beams to 450 mm x 450 mm in cross-section, which
is, under ordinary circumstances, unbelievably slender for a building
of this size, by use of the latest vibration-damping technology and
verification of the safety of fireproofing measures, to maximize the
glazing of windows, and thereby achieve an open facade. At the
same time, in order to create a design that transcends its era and
the passing of time, materials with textures such as large ceramic
exterior-finish panels and bricks were used as finish on this work of
contemporary architecture. The use of these expressive features was
made possible by a number of technological proposals. The latter
included the adoption of a vibration damping structure and an
environmentally responsive approach that led to the building being
selected for ‘CASBEE [comprehensive assessment system for building
environmental efficiency] Osaka of the Year 2006.” That approach
was reflected, for example, in the recycling of the basement structure
of the old building and the development of new details for that
venerable material brick that enabled it to be used as a contemporary
wall finish. The result is a building whose design and construction
have been thoroughly worked out. With respect to its operation, one
can see that it has been carefully maintained since its completion and
that it is likely to be beautifully maintained in the future.

In a historic city such as Osaka that retains buildings of
architectural merit from the past at every turn, a building that is
newly added has an important role. What is needed is a building
that is not simply novel but will participate in Osaka’s architectural
history. Nakanoshima in particular is a place symbolic of the history
of Osaka. This building, which faces the Nakanoshima area, possesses

such qualifications, and is praiseworthy in that respect as well.



