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Location /Wako City, Saitama Prefect
Owner / Honda Motor Co., Ltd
Architect / Kume Sekkei Co., Ltd
Contractor / Takenaka Corporation
Completion Date / March 31, 2005
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JLEBIELDBRDE"RS  View of the “Midori no oka” from the northeast.




KB A742F7 KU/, Facing page: View of the atrium of the office building
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FRIILEDHIERR—2%E% View of the working space from the atrium
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Looking down at the meeting lobby on the second floor.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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BER—JLEXE Restaurant hall and light court.

BZZI1—+— Cafe corner.
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once stood on the site, and memory of its production line lives on in
the innovative landscaping. The new office space is integrated with
that verdant natural environment.

One of the key concepts communicated by the client to the
architect was “joint creation”, that is, the idea of creation through
the coming together of diverse strengths. Like the key chord on
which an entire symphony is based, it informed the design at every
stage and level.

Passing through the townscape and arriving at the site, one first
notes an enormous, gently rising green hill that cuts through the
middle of the site from east to west. Devoid of intricate greenery, this
landscape design is simple and clear yet soft and delicate. The hill
was patterned after the production line to commemorate the old
factory. Architecture and landscaping are uniquely and superbly
integrated; the hill accommodates parking underneath its ups and
downs, and an open cafeteria is incorporated on top.

Office space is located to the north of the hill. The space is
enormous, measuring 110m x 73m in plan. Four-story high atriums
oriented east-west are arranged on both sides and in the middle of
that space. Vertical circulation is dispersed along those atriums. The
central atrium divides the office space into two areas of appropriate
size, each about 24m in width. Suitable lighting is also introduced
from both sides. The result is a comfortable, flexible space that
provides unobstructed views of the entire floor area and allows work
areas to be organized as needed. Bridges and balconies arranged in
various parts of the atriums create variegated places to linger as well
as intersecting sight lines. The result is liveliness amid tranquility.
This enormous but flexible space was a work of collaborative
creation on various levels of structural design and environmental
design.

This precisely assembled design would have been impossible to
realize if construction had not been carefully executed down to the
smallest details. The builder did a magnificent job not only in that
respect but in successfully carrying out the difficult task of entirely
re-making a site surrounded by a residential district.

This work creates an environment that is both pleasant and
enjoyable for employees transferred to Wako from Aoyama and
provides a rich environment to people in the neighborhood.
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