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fil&DE%  View from the south.

Location / Shimonoseki City, Yamaguchi Prefecture
Owner / Shoutoukai
Architects / Hidetoshi Ohno
Architecture Planning Landscape
design workshop
Contractor / Taisei Corporation
Completion Date / September 16, 2005
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Living room of care house with kitchin.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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This facility is located on a sloping site at the western end of
Shimonoseki City with a view of the sea in all directions. This is a
facility for communal living that combines a group home and a “care
house” where the elderly can receive continual assistance. The site is
at the entrance to the Kanmon Straits which is plied by many ships;
the Kitakyushu industrial zone can be seen in the distance on the
opposite shore.

The client acquired the site, including this steep slope which
made conventional construction difficult, and conceived the idea of
a new multifunctional welfare facility for the elderly equipped with a
care house, a group home, a day service center, home care, support
office for home care, and a local community space. Impressed by the
client’s intentions, the architect created spaces affording attractive
views of the straits and, through the adoption of a residential scale, a
quiet, low-profile exterior that blends into the landscape. The rooms
are in principle singles; nine rooms arranged in a zigzag pattern into
an “L” form one care unit. These care units are in turn clustered
around group living facilities and courtyards.

The logical organization of the rooms around courtyards and the
way the facility is broken down into a human scale generate
comfortable places that offer choices to residents. The four courtyard
spaces rise all the way through the building, providing a vertical
connection; the entire facility is well lit, and one can sense
throughout the building the presence of both other people and
nature. Every part of the building has been designed with the needs
of the people living there in mind.

The client too is enthusiastic, displaying many paintings along
spacious, well-lit internal corridors, providing furnishings,
landscaping the courtyards and the slope leading to a cove, growing
flowering plants and tending nature so as to create a home-like
atmosphere for the 70 members of the community. The facility is
said to attract local volunteers. What is needed is not just a facility
that is open to the community but an attractive environment that
people welcome. That attractive environment is the result of the way
the building fits into the landscape, the quality of the interior spaces
and the carefully considered details.

Conditions for construction—such as the nearby presence of a
residential district and the steep slope—were difficult, and the
budget was by no means generous. The client, architect and builder
were able nevertheless to take advantage of the attractive features of
the tranquil natural environment and create a place that we ourselves
might want to live in in our old age, and they are to be commended
for their joint effort which made that possible.
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