BCS Prize-winning Work

ARISIEH

Hagi Museum
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FRfE# /LI OB AFIEA355 Location / Hagi City, Yamaguchi Prefecture
BEE /Fh Owner / Hagi City "
HEHE /Rt BEMRAZ—F T3y Architect / Archivision Architect and Associates I
MILE /tHERTIEGRSH Contractors / Kyowa Construction Co.,Ltd

KL BRI Hadano Construction Co.,Ltd

LN NEE ST S an Matsumura Construction Co.,Ltd

A S4t IVER Kobashigumi

BRSt AUTHEE Motoyama Koumuten Inc.

HIEEE Minamizaki Kenchiku
WTH,/2003F9830H Completion Date / September 30, 2003

XAV IVRZVADREP Nagaya gate as main entrance.
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ZBRIDEZRS  View of the front garden. . |
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fTDFE "Bamboo Garden". BHEEVY—LDIDEEZRS
View of the "Pine Garden” from the information center.
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BTLDTDOELZRES View of the”Bamboo Garden” from the corridor.

IVRSVRAR=IEDI 2 —I 7LV 3vT7HE%RS View of the museum shop from entrance hall.
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B EnicfB%&2& Restored corner tower, "Sumiyagura".

BCS Prize-winning Work
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View of the information center from the "Pine Garden”
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ARIF5—  Shuichi Matsumura
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HREFCA Norikazu Hattori

The landscape within Hagi Castle where this work is located is of a type
that is quite rare in Japan: diverse natural and cultural assets still remain
within a typical castle-town of the Edo period. The district inside the
moat, including the site, has been designated an Important Preservation
District for a Group of Historic Buildings. The client for this project,
Hagi City, has long made an effort to preserve the landscape in this
district, which is both a source of pride to local citizens and a valuable
resource for tourism. Its guiding concept is that the entire city of Hagi is
a museum.

The Hagi Museum is intended to be a core facility of “Hagi
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DA B P 3 BT R OIe. 2R A = £ 2d on the part of both the city and the public to the district. The museum

blends into, yet revitalizes, the district—and for this, those involved in
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preserved in the district. For that reason, the client requested at the
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lay in different areas and met that request with a superb combination
of contemporary and traditional building technologies. Specifically,
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they succeeded in re-creating the appearance of a samurai residence by
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The street running past the site has long been an important route in
the district. A faithful restoration of a wooden nagaya gate was built
facing the street. The main building was set back at some distance from
the gate as befits the status of a samurai residence. A corner tower, built
by a traditional construction method, was modeled on a structure torn
down about 20 years before, creating an ensemble proper to an
important preservation district for a group of historic buildings. The
main building, being a contemporary exhibition space, is a reinforced
concrete structure, but possesses the beauty of a samurai residence
thanks to the careful use on the exterior of materials and arrangements
conforming to rules of traditional wooden architecture such as
ornamental rafters, white plastered walls, cedar weather boarding and
semi-gabled roof covered in black roof tiles. This shows the sincere
commitment and skill of the architect.

Between the nagaya gate and the main building is “Pine Garden”.
Inside the main building, two attractive courtyards of different sizes
and proportions, “Maple Garden” and “Bamboo Garden”, gently
articulate the gallery spaces, provide the extensive interior spaces with
light, and introduce visual reminders of the season as works of Japanese
architecture do.

With respect to the administration of the museum, a user-friendly
information center has been provided, the public is participating in the
planning of special exhibits, and a corner that enables children to learn
through hands-on experience has been installed. The museum clearly
wants not only to attract tourists interested in the period of fomentation
leading to the Meiji Restoration but to develop its facilities together with
local citizens. One senses sincerity not only in the architectural design
but in the way the museum is being administered.
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