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EBEAEKLDERIZRES  View of the south side from the par

Location / Ishikawa-gun, Ishikawa Prefecture
Owner / Nonoichi Town
Architect / Kohyama Atelier
Contractors / Kajima Corporation
Magara Construction Co., Ltd.
Chisansha Corporation

lzumi Kensetsu Co., Ltd.
Completion Date / November 30, 2004
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FERIEIRIIME Communication media center on the west block. LIS North lounge.
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3B Assembly hall on the third floor.
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55— Shuichi Matsumura
fikHEE  Yoshihiko lida
AREBHCA] Norikazu Hattori

Nonoichi is a town in a rural district close to Kanazawa City. Many
municipalities in Japan are experiencing depopulation; this is one of
the rare areas where population is actually rising. A major reason
Nonoichi chose not to merge with Kanazawa but to continue as a
town was the expectation that its population would soon reach
50,000, enabling it to become a city on its own. The way the local
government services reach out to the public is said to be one of the
things that make this town attractive to its citizens, and awareness of
that fact is reflected in the way this new town government office was
constructed and designed.

It was not just people inside the town government office and the
assembly that planned the new facility. A discussion group in which
the public participated studied the nature of the town government
office, its relationship to the public, and the place of the town
government office in community development. Kanazawa Institute
of Technology, which is located in the area, played a major role in
the discussion. The effective way in which the institute mediated
between the public and the local government, clarifying the views of
both sides and effectively functioning as the moving force in the
determination of a program, contributed greatly to the way the town
government office was conceived. It has played an important role
throughout the project, giving specific form to the “information
culture facility” for the public that was installed in the office
building, proposing the means for selecting the architect, providing
support after the selection, and helping to administer the facility
after construction.

The government office, the assembly and the information
culture facility for the public are arranged in a U-shape around a
courtyard which in turn is open toward an adjacent park. An atrium
that faces the courtyard and threads together the various facilities is a
particularly noteworthy feature. The roof of the atrium floats slightly
above the three-story facility. It would not be an exaggeration to say
that the sectional plan, which relates the courtyard, atrium and office
space, is responsible for making this new town government office so
distinctive and attractive. Each floor projects out like balconies into
the atrium; the building is so open, one can see out over the entire
facility, the courtyard and even the distant landscape from any point.
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