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Location / Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Owners / Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.
Sembikiya Fruit Co., Ltd.
Architects / Nihon Sekkei, Inc.
Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects, Inc.
Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects Japan, Inc.

Contractors / Kajima Corporation

Shimizu Corporation
Sumitomo Mitsui Construction Co.,Ltd.
The Zenitaka Corporation
Toray Construction Co., Ltd.
Satokogyo Co., Ltd.

Completion Date / July 31, 2005

HE ALK DIFET S Facing page: Aerial view from the north.
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3ERTAITLDTPRIDL%ERS  View of the atrium from foyer on the third floor.

ZRUDL Atrium.
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View of the office lobby on the second floor.

A742Z  Office.
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ZHESEME  Mitsui Memorial Museum.
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57—&7 17 —JL Exterior detail of tower.
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Like Ginza, Nihonbashi is a district in Chuo-ku, Tokyo, which has long
had a distinct ambience. Nihonbashi, which in times past prospered
because of access to water transportation on the Sumida River, has
developed since the Meiji period as a business and financial area. Mitsui
Main Building is the symbolic and historic center of the area. The
present building was completed in 1929 after the old building was
damaged in the Great Kanto Earthquake. Mitsui wanted a building of
the highest technological standard at the time; both the architectural
firm and the construction company were American. The resulting
building has since been designated an Important Cultural Asset.

The two objectives of the present project were somewhat
contradictory—to preserve that historic building on the one hand and
to develop and revitalize the district. The project not only met those
objectives but succeeded in achieving a synergy from its two different
aspects. In the Main Building, the aim was to preserve the architecture
through active utilization. The first floor continues to be used as a
banking space, and the upper floors were converted to a hotel,
banqueting facilities and an art museum. Various easements of building
constraints such as the FAR were offered in exchange as incentives.
Those easements contributed to the enhancement of the large-scale
multifunctional facilities in the tower and to putting the project on a
sound financial footing,

The newly constructed portion of the project is a roughly three-
layered multifunctional building, with commercial service facilities of a
public nature on the lower floors, offices on the middle floors and a
luxury hotel on the upper floors. The building exterior reflects that
three-layer organization. The base of the building is quite attractive. The
front, first-floor area (facing the street known as Chuo Dori) is an
atrium to which pedestrians have access. People can wander around,
looking at stores scattered on four floors. Visual connection is provided
in the atrium to the foyer for the hotel banquet facilities and chapel on
an upper floor. The space has been designed to add to the liveliness of
the district. Belowground, the concourse of the Mitsukoshimae subway
station has been renovated; it provides another well illuminated, easy-to-
understand access to the building. This project, whose public spaces are
different from conventional public open areas created outdoors, is only
the first of an entire network of development projects that are expected
to be undertaken in the district.

It is important in large multifunctional buildings of this type to
provide clear circulation plans for each function. Here, the entrance
lobbies for the hotel and offices are ingeniously set apart from the
abovementioned atrium space and located on the first and second floors;
this gives each functional part of the building its own “gateway” and also
assures security. Systems such as structural systems, mechanical systems
and elevator systems pose complex, multidimensional problems for a
multifunctional building, but those problems have been solved through
the project’s impressive programming,

Constructing a super high-density building in a central district
demands rigor and advanced technology. Obstacles have been overcome
through creativity and the many technologies at the builder’s disposal;
great precision has been achieved in the building. This was a major
project successfully implemented through strong commitment and
coordination on the part of the client, the architect and the builder.
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