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Shinonome Canalcourt Center Zone

et/ RRETIRREETITE Location / Kouto-ku, Tokyo

BET /MUTBEAN WHBEHE Owners / Urban Renaissance Agency
RREYHASt Tokyo Tatemono Co. Ltd.

RETE HNITEUEA WMHBEEEE Architects / Urban Renaissance Agency
KA et IIAEBIERE TS RikenYamamoto & Field Shop
et FREBERERSTEERN Toyo lto & Associates, Architects
et RIFERESNHRETSER Kengo Kuma & Associates
At 7 FA - I— Research Institute of Architecture
et ILUREIE Yama Architects & Partners
KAt FREHEBADH ADH Architects
BR&ME 7—VRXTFT—y3av Workstation
BREet XY IABEHE Kenchiku Design Studio
KRt UK -EBFZ—FTIY Yamamoto Hori Architects
BRESH Ao NEHERETEB Studio On Site

mIE/ ZHERESKRSHT Contractors / Sumitomo Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd
Het JEiE Konoike Construction Co., Ltd
KAXRTAERESHT Dai Nippon Construction
FHRESRST Toda Corporation
FEEat et Penta-Ocean Construction Co., Ltd
ket =8 The Zenitaka Corporation
BIHEL T4k Maeda Corporation
et B Hazama Corporation
BRed EATI-RL—Y3Yv Haseko Corporation
HRSH =38 Asanuma Corporation
Htet FH/T7R—EZ Nakano Corporation
BTt Seibu Construction Co., Ltd
HARSkTA Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd
e kA Obayashi Corporation
e 7U4 Fujita Corporation
hRan EmE Fukuda Corporation

#®TH,/ 2005438248 Completion Date / March 24, 2005
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HE 6HRE4EROBEOERYLISED5#X%R2 Facing page: Town 5 view form vista court between town 6 and town 4.
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Shinonome Canal Court is a land-use conversion project on a large former
factory site on the seafront undertaken by the Urban Renaissance Agency.
Conceived as a leading-edge project to provide centrally-located housing
on a site of approximately 16.4 hectares sandwiched between Tatsumi
Canal and Harumi Avenue, it was based on the concept that it should
be a “neighborhood” and not a “housing project”. The center zone (of
approximately 4.8 hectares) was considered for the BCS Prize.

With respect to the community development in the center zone, a
“Townscape Block Planning Council” made up of influential persons
from various fields proposed concepts for realizing a new centrally-located
residential environment. The “Shinonome Design Council” made up of
architectural teams and designers responsible for this project took those
proposals and developed design guidelines for community development.
Planning and design then proceeded on the basis of those guidelines. Six
teams of architects chosen by a proposal-type competition were in charge.

One of the commendable things about this project is the way the
different architectural teams collaborated in the planning and design
process. The establishment of a “Townscape Guidance District Plan” based
on the design guidelines also contributed to the realization of attractive
residential spaces.

The area in question is a category-two residential district with an
FAR of 400%. The trend in recent years has been to build super high-
rise residential towers under such circumstances, but the objective in this
case was the formation of landscapes and outdoor spaces that are diverse,
attractive but have a sense of unity. It was decided therefore to adopt a
high-rise housing form. Design measures taken to assure pleasant high-
density residential spaces included not only the combining of various
forms such as blocks oriented north-south, blocks with a middle corridor,
and blocks with twin corridors (corridors facing each other across a multi-
level space), but the opening of “void” spaces in the apartment buildings.
Such spatial devices not only introduce light and fresh air into common
corridors but give the exteriors of buildings greater variety and help
mitigate the oppressiveness of a high-density residential environment. In
designing the landscape, the lower levels of the buildings and the outdoor
spaces were regarded as parts of a single “topography”; the results were
public spaces of high quality.

It was decided to eschew conventional unit types with nLDK plans (“n”
being the number of individual bedrooms, and “LDK” being the living,
dining and kitchen spaces) so that the units might better suit the diverse
lifestyles that a centrally-located residential environment would need to
accommodate. SOHO (small office home office) units and housing units
for people who work at home were provided as well as certain pre-planned
types of housing units. The formation of a community was an important
planning concept; the long-term evaluation of this project will depend on
how such a community forms and is maintained in the future. At present,
many are hoping to get in, and most occupants think highly of the units.
The people behind the enterprise have been successful in giving the project
a desirable image.

Being six clusters of buildings by different groups of architects and
builders, this cannot be judged by the same standards as other works:
However, the results of this urban redevelopment project are commendable

and have been judged worthy of the special BCS Prize.
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