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FfRl77H—R  Facade on the west.

HENSEENYTH—FT>V%RES Top garden on the roof view from east.

A—TIAGIANSE ENYTH—FT>%E% Top garden view from open studio.
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L&A Toshio Yamamoto

The site, located in the middle of the city on a major street about 800
meters from Matsumoto Station, is deep and has a narrow frontage. There
were many constraints on the site such as a height limit set because of the
environment's scenic townscape, a need to preserve existing trees, a need
to adapt to the surrounding residential area, and a high water table. The
building was to be centered on a large hall with 1,800 seats, which would not
only be used in the same way as the old civic center but also accommodate
diverse uses such as grand operas, dramas and concerts and serve as the venue
for the annual Saito Memorial Festival, and a small hall with 240 seats,
which would be used by the pubic and for small artistic activities.

To solve difficult conditions attached to the program and the site, the
main floor was set at a level 6.5 meters above the ground, the relationship
between the large hall and the foyer was reversed, with the highest point—the
stage of the large hall-located in the middle of the site and the foyer pushed
to the back. The gently curving free-form exterior wall, imagined by the
architect as waves spreading from two sources of sound (i.e. the two halls), is
accommodating to its environment, avoiding existing trees as it follows the
irregular outline of the site.

Inside, from an entrance hall integrated with a pilotis, one ascends
a high-ceilinged, slightly curving, stage-like grand stairway extending 45
meters in length to a large space on the third floor called "Theater Park”,
where various events can be held and which suggests the full extent of the
site. Through the glass in the wall directly ahead, one can see, depending on
the setting, the experimental theater with 360 seats which uses the backstage
of the large hall and, beyond that, the seats of the large hall. Turning
from the stairway, one finds the foyer of the small hall and the brightly-lit
restaurant that have views of the major street. Advancing from the grand
stairway along a mysterious curving wall that glitters with outside light, one
is led to the foyer of the large hall. This long, bold, seemingly flowing spatial
composition leading to the hall raises expectations and heightens tension in
visitors waiting for the stage performance to start.

Setting the main floor at a level 6.5 meters above the ground minimized
the need for a basement; a delivery entrance and spacious dressing rooms
with natural light have been efficiently accommodated on the first floor.

The orthodox, horseshoe-shaped large hall is equipped with a
mechanism to lower or raise the ceiling which can be used to quickly adjust
the number of seats or the reverberation time. The curved wall and the
changing colors—pink, wine red, and black—of the seats express the splendor
of the theater and the thrill of the stage. The small hall, which has a highly
textured and casual interior finish, can be used for various new artistic
activities. The rooftop studio/rehearsal rooms can also be used as theaters
with open spaces connected to a spacious rooftop garden.

The gently curving wall, which is a distinctive feature of the building
exterior, is made of glass fiber-reinforced precast concrete panels into which
glass pieces of seven different sizes have been randomly introduced. The
fantastic outer skin, whose quality of light changes as time passes, gives to
the enormous volume of the building a sense of continuity and softens the
impact of the building on the surrounding area.

This temple to art, made possible by the superb skill of the architect
and the advanced technology of the builder, despite the difficult conditions
of the site and program, is an urban space that makes possible not only the
continuation of past artistic activities but the development of new ones and
will long give people the pleasure of pursuing their artistic dreams.
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