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Hoshigaoka Terrace, located in a hilly district in the eastern part of Nagoya,
is a multi-unit shopping facility with 46 tenants that straddles a gently
sloping public road. Both sides of the road were developed simultaneously
as parts of a single complex. This facility, which takes the form of an open
mall and allows people to pass through freely, is fully capable of becoming
the "face" of the district. The direction and management of the district is
being undertaken with the cooperation of local residents and civic groups;
there is every reason to look forward to the future development of the area.

The East Building stands on the east side of the road which rises
almost due south from Hoshigaoka Subway Station and takes a linear
form; the West Building stands on the west side of the road and has a large
curving form. The buildings thus offer to passersby a variegated sequence.
On the whole, the facility, made up of a group of low-rise buildings and
organically tied to both the public road and pedestrian spaces within the
facility, has comfortable, humanly scaled spaces. In particular, a terraced
space on the site of the West Building is made continuous with the public
road; the greenery planted there provides people with signs of the changing
season in their immediate environment.

The entire project area flanking the public road takes a gently-sloping
valley-like form. By using the different ground levels of a preexisting
building site on high ground, the sloping site proper and the public road
and adjusting the floor heights of buildings and constructing pedestrian
overpasses and crossings, the architects have created a three-dimensional
network of pedestrian spaces with some of the character of a stroll garden.
This spatial organization makes walking about the facility a pleasure and,
through the provision of points of view at different levels, enables visitors
to see and be seen, further enlivening the facility.

The event hall and event plaza wichin the facility are made available to
the public and used for such things as the presentation of cultural activities
by local residents, periodic musical performances by local junior and high
school students, admission of elementary school students to extracurricular
studies, activities to promote public participation in community
development and events with local groups organized by a nearby university.
Effort is also being made to enliven the space in a variety of ways, for
example by introducing kiosk-type mobile stores. Use by the public is
permitted on the basis of "Regulations Concerning the Use of the Event
Plaza, etc., Hoshigaoka Terrace"; in addition, the lights in show windows
are kept on after stores close and a security system is in place 24 hours a
day to assure the safety and security of the facility.

The client is a corporation that has been leasing real estate and
developing and operating leisure facilities in the area since shortly after the
end of WW II; it also owns and operates adjacent sites. The founder of
the corporation is said to have first noted the possibility of developing this
Higashiyama district at the end of the Taisho period (1912-26). Today,
when central districts everywhere are in decline because of the re-location
of large stores, the people behind this project are to be praised for taking up
the challenge of creating a new and attractive form of regional center.

A second-stage project in front of the subway station is reportedly
being planned. It is hoped that the arrangement and quality of the space
formed in this project will be maintained, leading to the formation of

pleasant pedestrian spaces.
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