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Location / Tsuruoka-city, Yamagata Prefecture
Owner / Tsuruoka-city
Architect / Ozawa Atelier
Contractors / Satoh Kohmu Co., Ltd
Yamaguchi Kohmuten Corporation
Suzuki Koumuten Co., Ltd
Completion Date / March 30, 2005
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7S Night view from the west.
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A4 Saisuke Kani

A civic campaign led to the creation of this facility. Representatives
of local citizens organized a committee in 1995; a study committee
and an inspection group were formed. The architect was involved
from the start. As a researcher at a local university, he had been a
consultant on the redevelopment plan for a historic culture zone
centered around this park on a former castle site.

Most local art museums aspire to collect, store and exhibit
expensive works from foreign countries. Tsuruoka Art Forum has
its own ideas, which are rooted in the region. Its basic objective is to
provide a gallery for works ranging from calligraphy and paintings
from Tsuruoka's days as the center of a feudal domain to the products
of local artists today.

The gallery, which is on two levels, can adapt flexibly, for
example, through subdivision, to various presentations by local
citizens. The facility is made up mainly of exhibition spaces. There
seems to be little space for things such as workshops, but that is in
accordance with the wishes of the study committee; such activities
reportedly are to be accommodated in an annex to be constructed
in the next stage of development. An "extension gallery”, an "info
passage” and a hall featuring a grand stairway are skillfully deployed
around the gallery and open to the park outside, forming a buffer
zone between the park and the gallery. Various studies were made
of the landscape design, beginning with the arrangement of trees
on the fringes of the site. This work of contemporary design, built
in a historic district where a castle once stood, is in contrast to its
surrounding environment, yet in its scale and degree of articulation it
is also in proper harmony with that environment. The way in which
the site has been conceived as a part of the system of paths through
the entire park is also commendable.

Snow blowing into the entrance porch in times of heavy snowfall
and the stiff atmosphere of the stepped seating in the forum are
somewhat questionable.

The adjustment of blinds to control the view and sunlight
entering through the glass facing the park produces visual continuity
and coordination between inside and outside. The result is a relaxed
environment. The building will no doubt be used actively and
with affection by the people of Tsuruoka; they can take pride in this

facility, which is in keeping with their down-to-earth character.
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