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Location / Kanazawa-city, Ishikawa Prefecture
Owner/ Kanazawa-city
Architects / Kazuyo Sejima + Ryue Nishizawa
Sasaki Structural Consultants

Contractors / Takenaka Corporation

Hazama Corporation

Toyokura Construction Co., Ltd

Okagumi Corp.

Honjin Corporation

Nihonkai Construction Co., Ltd
Completion Date / June 30, 2004

£E:JtEATVNSUR  Facing page: Entrance on the northeast side.




B/RE14 Exihibition room 14.
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RIAZ1HSHE1%R% Light court 1 view from foyer 1.

BRET7D®R Window of exhibition room 7.
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HZADT77H—R  Glass facade.
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Kanazawa, a city of traditional townscapes and culture, reportedly
conceived this art museum as a new fusion of historical culture and
commercial activity. The aim was to create a new attraction in Kanazawa
that would draw both local residents and tourists in large numbers—a
facility capable of displaying new works of 21st century art. The program
had two important objectives. First, this was to be an open art museum,
located in the middle of the city, which anyone could casually visit.
Second, this was to create a new flow of people, that is, the museum was to
coordinate its activities with the surrounding area.

‘Taking advantage of the central location of the museum, the architects
designed a circular building (with a diameter of 113 meters) with no
front or back, that could be accessed from all directions. There are
four entrances. The exterior, lacking frontality and kept low in height
through the adoption of a thin roof, succeeds as an act of environmental
creation and shows that it is possible for one building to change an entire
community.

The interior spaces, composed of the circular outer shell and the
rectangular galleries, appear simple at first glance but take on many
different expressions. They surprise and enchant visitors. The building,
divided into a communication zone and an exhibition zone, has four
courtyards and corridors running through the entire structure. These
introduce light and views into the building; visitors can enjoy a bright,
open atmosphere even in the central parts of the museum. The two
abovementioned zones are separated by transparent acrylic doors and
courtyards so that visitors in one zone can see what is happening in the
other. The result is an open art museum of great visual transparency.

Kanazawa is in a region of heavy snows in winter. Snow accumulations
of up to 1.5 meters (dealt with as long-term loads) can present a difficult
problem of structural design for architects trying to realize an abstract and
transparent architectural concept. The architects engaged in an ambitious
effort to construct a structural system of sufficient rigidity and durability to
withstand snow loads and seismic forces. For example, the thin, uniform
roof structure (t: 20 cm) features unique and rational composite beams
made of open-web steel beams, steel plates and concrete. Slender steel
columns, whose diameter in cross section changes (from 85 to 110 mm)
in response to difference in loads, have been randomly arranged to support
the roof. Although the architects had had experience with similar roof
structures, they took the precaution of experimenting with mockups in
order to corroborate the soundness of the design; their concern for safety is
highly commendable. The new architectural design was made possible by
technical support of high quality, as evidenced by not only the structural
design but the innovative and rational proposals for the air conditioning
and lighting systems. The efforts of the builder, who worked meticulously
on, not only the new structure, but the development of the highly-
transmissive, slightly curving laminated glass panels and the construction
of the delicate ceilings and walls, are also to be commended highly. The
building and its spaces would not have been possible without the enormous
help provided by technical support, including such development.

This remarkable work that blends architecture with community
development, planning with design, and design with technology, has
achieved the lofty objectives established in the project and is worthy of the
BCS Prize.
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