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Location / Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

Owners / Rockwood Venture 1, LLC Japan Branch
The Prudential Life Insurance Company,Ltd.
Mori Building Co.,Ltd.

Architect / Taisei Corporation

Contractor / Taisei Corporation

Completion Date / November 30, 2002

EE Bfl&ihR% Facing page: View from the south.
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Space of refuge on the twenty-fiveth floor.

EHEE  Office.
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1BE0OE— Lobby on the first floor.

1 B{EEAOE—  Lobby for residence on the first floor.
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37TEEXJRYMER
Maisonnette unit on the thirty-seventh floor.

30fEF  Flat unit on the thirtyth floor.
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The ruins of Hotel New Japan remained on the site for a long time after the
tragic fire of 1982. After 20 years of twists and turns—the start of the project was
followed by, among other things, a change of developer, a halt in construction
and modifications of the project— a new building has at last been completed on
the site. The environment is quite diverse.

In back of the site is a stone wall surviving from the Edo period, and on
higher ground are such institutions as the Hibiya High School, Hie Shrine and
various government-related facilities. Sotobori Avenue, a street crowded with
office buildings and commercial establishments, runs in front of the site. The
site itself is a piece of prime real estate with an irregular shape and a difference
in ground level of 1.5 meters from one end to the other. An easement offered
by a system that is intended to promote the creation of good housing in urban
districts was utilized to maximize the FAR. The building combines offices,
apartments and commercial facilities.

In between the tower accommodating mainly offices and housing and a
low-rise, V-shaped structure on the edge of the site accommodating commercial
facilities are plazas that allow pedestrians to go from Sotobori Avenue to the
higher ground in the back. The plazas also help introduce light and air into all
corners of the site and afford views in the direction of higher ground.

The offices on the lower floors of the 38-story tower required functionality
and flexibility, and the apartments on the upper floors required safety and
views. To give the tower a distinctive character, an exterior wall system in which
600-millimeter wide panels and vertically continuous windows alternate was
adopted. The walls and window frames were integrated. The rational detailing
resulted in a sleek, monolithic design with vertical stripes. The evacuation
balconies provided on all four sides of the building on the housing floors and the
evacuation floor on the 25th floor respectively form vertical and horizontal slits
that serve as striking accents on the exterior and symbolize the safety assured by
the building.

With respect to the outdoor spaces, the sloping street on the north side
and the deck and green area on the roof of the commercial facility on the east
side blend into the surrounding environment. The three level plazas on the
west, south and east sides are all attractive and distinctive open spaces: the first
is a formal plaza set back from Sotobori Avenue, the second a comfortable plaza
surrounded by restaurants and provided with a lawn and benches where people
can relax, and the third a pocket park with a waterfall and zelkova trees that also
serves as an entrance plaza for the apartments. They are being used successfully
as community spaces for events such as volunteer-activity events held by the life
insurance company that owns the building, the Akasaka Festival and the lighting
of a Christmas tree.

Seismic and fireproofing measures such as the installation of an active mass
damper on the top floor, column dampers and CFT were adopted. Balconies
have been eliminated to prevent objects falling on the plazas, and an early sensor
system, pressurized smoke prevention and exhaust system, disaster-prevention
center system and four-level security system have also been adopted.

With respect to the construction, the ground was improved to preserve
the stone wall in back of the site, and the construction period was shortened by
undertaking aboveground and underground construction of the building frame
simultaneously and adopting a cyclical approach to the construction of the
building frame and the exterior finish.

This project has banished memories of past tragedy and created a balanced,
safe urban space equipped with plazas where people can relax under a tower that
serves as a landmark in a place with traces surviving from the Edo period. This
admirable work of redevelopment makes a positive contribution to the district.
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