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Hiroshima City Naka Incineration Plant

et/ LEELRETmHXESE E1-5-1 Location /Hiroshima-city, Hiroshima Prefecture
BEEX/ILET Owner / Hiroshima-city

HErE /KRSt RORERETARER Architect / Taniguchi & Associates

MIE/ AFEZGAST Contractors / Penta-Ocean Construction Co.,Ltd.
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BHIEEA~—2Z Observation space on the south.
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View from Hiroshima bay.
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This garbage incineration plant was constructed as a part of the “Hiroshima
Peace and Creation Project”.  Facilities of this kind are apt to be relegated
to the fringes, but this important urban infrastructure was given a
conspicuous place in the townscape and in people’s lives. To the extent
that they are public in character, all buildings should be designed, whatever
their relative importance. The architect has made clear the relationship
between the city and architecture through his design skill and ingenuity.
First, he has extended an urban axis—a major road and a straight line of
sight that provides a view on an urban scale—stretching from Peace Park
directly into and through the facility toward the sea. He has done this
by means of the so-called “Ecorium”, a space that is pivotal to the entire
facility. The space serves as both a visual axis and a circulation route by
which the public can access the plant. The Ecorium is a large atrium where
visitors can get an idea of the way the entire facility is organized. Trees are
planted among the garbage treatment machines to give visitors a sense of
the contrast between natural life and the consumption activities of human
beings. An opinion was expressed among the jurors that the trees might
have been larger or planted in greater numbers.

This space is a key part of a circulation route that has been established
to allow visitors to see the process of garbage treatment. The route has
been planned in such a way that visitors can always orient themselves. The
garbage treatment process is roughly divided into two stages: incineration
and the dissolution of ashes. The various machines can be seen on the
other side of the glass. The space on the other side is under negative
pressure to insure that smell does not leak out into the space for visitors.
The garbage treatment machines are displayed with as much care as
artworks in a museum. Visitors no doubt find the perfection of the display,
so unusual in an incineration plant, quite satisfying. Excess electricity
produced by a generator installed alongside the reduction furnace is sold to
defray part of the operating cost.

The exterior of the facility, including the office window, is covered
uniformly by louvers. A juror expressed the opinion that the appearance
of the building is somewhat stark, given the facility’s location in the center
of the city. The pedestrian circulation route running through the Ecorium
is a beautiful space with a tension structure. At its end, the space affords a
clear view of Hiroshima Bay, enabling visitors to sense the beauty of nature.
The waterside park is a place for people to relax; it is a multipurpose
green area designed for activities such as the Japanese version of croquet.
This work is the result of close collaboration by an architect intent on
establishing a close relationship between the spatial organization of the
building and the urban spatial axis and on designing everything down to
the smallest details with great care, a client with a sense of mission and a

builder of great skill.
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