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Location /Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Owners / Mitsui Fudosan Co.,Ltd
Tokyu Land Corporation
Architects / Nihon Sekkei,Inc.
Tokyu Architects & Engineers Inc.
Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates PC
Contractors / Shimizu Corporation

Sumitomo Mitsui Construction Co.,Ltd

Tokyu Construction Co.,Ltd

Completion Date / February 1, 2004
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Office entrance on the first floor.
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The location is at the intersection of Chuo Avenue, long a major
commercial axis, and Eitai Avenue, an important financial/economic
axes. The site was formerly occupied by Shirokiya, later known as the
Nihonbashi branch of the Tokyu Department Store. The Nihonbashi
district has prospered since the Edo period as a center of commerce, but
the closing of the department store in the period of economic stagnation in
Japan in the late 1990s led to a loss of some of its vitality.

This building is intended to play a central role in the economic
revitalization of the Nihonbashi district.

The site consists of an entire block (occupied by a high-rise building)
facing Eitai Avenue to the south and approximately half the block across a
street to the north.  Much of the required public open space was arranged
on the half-block to the north and most of the functions and spaces called
for in the program were concentrated in the high-rise building on the Eitai
Avenue side, thanks to the designation of the site as a so-called “specified
block” and to permission to treat the two blocks as a single project. There
is a passageway through the center of the high-rise building to the public
open space to the north. Linked to that passageway is an atrium extending
from the first basement floor to the fifth floor. The project is enlivened
by commercial facilities arranged around the atrium and the indoor and
outdoor public spaces. The circulation system for the offices, served by
shuttle elevators, is separate from the commercial facilities on the lower
floors. The sixth-floor “sky lobby”, located 31 meters above ground level,
is a space with a ceiling height of five meters, made pleasant by natural
light and greenery.

On the outside, the building possesses both strength and transparency;
a service core wrapped in a stone-clad wall that is partially slanted is
combined with a gently curving glass-enclosed volume.

The curving glass curtain wall, equipped with fins, on the south side
is intended to disperse radio waves from Tokyo Tower and thus prevent
interference. The drag caused by the fins and the setback at the sixth-floor
roof terrace are intended to mitigate the force of the wind blowing down
the face of the building. Environmental measures and design are thus
closely connected. The glass wall on the lower portion of the high-rise
office building facing the Nihonbashi intersection is made the same height
—31 meters—as nearby buildings. This is an attempt to blend the project
into the existing townscape. With respect to the interior environment,
comfort is achieved through painstaking energy-conservation measures
such as the use of outdoor air for cooling, the use of exhaust heat through
co-generation, control of natural light by means of louvers, adoption of
an air conditioning system incorporating air barriers in window areas, and
use of sensors to control lighting. Since the facility opened, visitors to
the stores have averaged 30,000 to 40,000 persons a day, and the nearby
Takashimaya Department Store too has seen a substantial increase in the
number of shoppers, showing that the building has become a core facility
in the revitalization of the Nihonbashi district. The name of the building,
“COREDO Nihonbashi”, was formed by combining “core” and “Edo”.
This new landmark in Nihonbashi is playing a key role in the revival of the

area.
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