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Shimizu Corporation

Location / Minato-ku, Tokyo
Architect / Kajima Corporation
Contractors / Kajima Corporation
Completion Date / June 30, 2003

Owner / Kyodo News
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Stairwell of six floors.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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This building accommodating a news service facility that is in use 24
hours a day topped by a hotel makes maximum use of a site in a favorable
location in the middle of the city. The skill with which the building
has been planned as a whole and the technological skills so effectively
employed to make the building a reality are admirable. In particular, the
achievements of the civil engineering and architectural experts who worked
together to establish the relationship of the building to the complex urban
infrastructure including the JR Yokosuka line and the Oedo subway line,
the Yurikamome line, major roads, pedestrian decks, and service trenches
are noteworthy.

The stairways in the multilevel space in the center of the news service
floors are a bold feature facilitating face-to-face communication, which
tends to be neglected in this era of advanced telecommunication, and
represent an advance over conventional high-rise buildings.

The way the facility is connected to the district and responds to
the public nature of the location at an intersection in front of a railway
station is also admirable. The base of the building is open to the public,
functioning as an exhibit space called “News Art”. Since this is a high-
rise building with multiple atriums, a performance design approach was
adopted in planning disaster prevention measures—this is the first time that
has been done in a tall building. An air conditioning system incorporating
natural ventilation that reduces the air conditioning load was developed
and used in order to conserve energy through the use of natural forces.

The construction of the building was extremely difficult, with the
Yokosuka line running underground through the site and the Oedo
subway line, a monorail and the Shinkansen all running past the site.

In particular, various piling and sheathing methods were adopted in the
underground construction work to make certain the Yokosuka line tunnel
and the foundations for the raised Shinkansen tracks were not affected. A
method of construction in which the underground portion is excavated
and constructed, a floor at at time, from the top down was adopted for the
entire building for safety reasons and because of the irregular configuration
of the excavated area; automatic measurements were taken of inclination
and subsidence during this process. As it turned out, the measured values
were in the allowable range. This was no doubt attributable to effective
coordination by architectural and structural designers and construction
work planners.

The safety record too was quite good for a project of this size and
difficulty. The work is worthy of the BCS prize.
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