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Amami Hospital of Jiaikai Foundation

FriEss /BB R &R EmEERT170 Location / Naze-city, Kagoshima Prefecture

BEX /HMEEAN BER Owner / Jiaikai Foundation

RETE /Xt BHERS Architects / Nikken Sekkei Co.,Ltd.
BRett TEREXREHM Shimomai Sekkei

BIE/ st B Contractor / Konoike Construction Co.,Ltd.

#®TH,/2003F9830H Completion Date / September 30, 2003
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Four bed sickroom.

Waiting room.
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Balcony infront of sickroom.
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FABIDMEK  fountain in front of waiting room.
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FAEWCDI<ET Corridor adjoins waiting room.
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This building replaces a facility that was used for 43 years to provide
medical services to persons with various mental handicaps. The idea
of group-unit care has been adopted in order to provide flexible and
systematic treatment for illnesses (such as acute mental disorder and
dementia) and rehabilitation. Each floor is zoned for a particular treatment
and organized around a nurses’ station. Each ward has a window, and
there are six clusters or units of wards per floor. The covered balcony on
the perimeter of the building on each floor improves ease of evacuation,
adds deep shadows to the exterior of the building, and serves to control the
strong sunlight and heavy rains characteristic of a tropical climate. The
exterior, featuring exposed concrete and bricks laid with openings, has been
designed with the local climate in mind. The interior spaces are mainly
finished in wood. The simple and familiar character of this building
makes it very different from most mental hospitals; it makes the hospital a
suitable space of healing for patients who spend for a long time. Although
this is approximately 30% larger than other comparable facilities, the
budget could not be increased because of the expected low level of revenue.
Those involved in the construction had to make great efforts to control
costs, the unit construction cost being extremely limited. A reduction
in the running cost of 30 to nearly 50% by means of natural ventilation
and various energy-conservation measures made it possible to complete
this distinctive facility and to operate it within its budget. In particular, a
reduction of more than 60% in energy consumption was achieved through
the use of natural ventilation and natural lighting, underground water for
cooling, solar energy for heating water and highly efficient lighting. Also
noteworthy is the effort being made to improve medical services over a
wide area through coordination with clinics operated by the hospital on
the island and outlying islands. In a facility of this kind, the quality of the
architecture can directly influence the quality of the living environment
and care of patients; a low level of investment in medical equipment can
mean the facility itself determines the level of medical care. However, the
hospital’s policy to respect the dignity of the mentally ill and handicapped
as persons, the enthusiasm of those working in the hospital, and the effort
and ingenuity of those involved in the design and construction of the
facility have resulted in the achievement of the original objectives. The
use of exposed concrete (with a clear acrylic silicone coating) in a location
close to the sea where damage from salt is a possibility leaves uncertainties
about the condition of the building in the future. Nevertheless, this is an

excellent, attractive work worthy of the prize.
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