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Nagasaki National Peace Memorial Hall for the Atomic Bomb Victims

et/ RIBERIBHFEEE 7 -8 Location / Nagasaki-city, Nagasaki Prefecture
BEF /EHiIRBEANNMGERES Owner / Kyusyu Regional Development Bureau, Ministry
ETE /EAER+ () BEERSTEEBM of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
BLIE/ KAt KAHE Architect / A.AKURYU ARCHITECT & ASSOCIATES
HRet R Contractors / Obayashi Corporation
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WTH,/ 2002128248 Kumagai Gumi Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date / December 24, 2002
RE #R1./2000

JEEI£5  North view.
K#&%%® Night view of the pool.




4 BIEZR Facing page: Memorial space.
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WT2RIV RSV )L Entrance hall on the second basement floor.

I EDFERRS  Court view from communication lounge. IVRIVRIR—)]
Reading room of the portrait of the deceased person and note view through the

entrance hall.
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K#ELE] General view of pool.
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A  Entrance.

K#EZFDEIEE  Corridor surrounding the pool.
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This facility was made possible by the enactment of the Atomic Bomb
Victims Relief Law. A public proposal-type competition was held to
select, not a design, but an architect. The decision to have the architect
participate with other concerned persons in the development of the
program seems to have worked out well for the process of architectural
design.

It is not easy to translate into architecture feelings and ideas such as
bereavement for those who died in the bombing, the absurdity of war,
sorrow, and above all, the yearning for peace. The architect seeks to inspire
a desire for peace by introducing visitors to architectural spaces that give
them a glimpse into the feelings and thoughts of the victims over time and
allowing them to relate those feelings and thoughts to what they themselves
have experienced. The facility is almost entirely sealed underground and
covered by a pool of water lined with 70,000 LED’s symbolizing the dead.
The underground facility beneath the pool has a cruciform circulation
system. One arm of the cross provides direct access for victims and their
families. The other arm is for the general public. There is a space for
prayer where the two arms or axes intersect. The presence of these two axes
is not immediately apparent in the spatial relationships, in part because
the facility is buried underground. A juror commented that the difficulty
visitors may have orienting themselves in the underground space may cause
some anxiety. Overall, however, the spatial narrative, which begins with
visitors circling the pool, is straightforward, and the architect has obviously
thought through his design.

The space for prayer which culminates the spatial experience is
extremely moving. It is open to the sky through a slit in the pool. Visitors
are made strongly aware of a vertical axis connecting them to the rest of
the cosmos. The column of light rising from below ground toward the
heavens expresses the longing of people for peace. The shelves directly
ahead where the list of the dead is stored make manifest the feelings of
emptiness and regret left by those who died. The relationship between the
earth and the sky has been skillfully used to create a space befitting a hall of
prayer. The approach to the entrance is surprisingly simple, compared with
the thoroughly designed interior space, and could have been improved.
In addition, the direction of ground zero is indicated only by a diagonal
pattern on the first floor; the meaning of the pattern is incomprehensible
without an explanation. In light of the fact that this is a historic facility-—-a
memorial to those who died in the atomic bomb and a hall of prayer for
eternal peace—a master plan to establish connections in the city between
ground zero, the museum, the prayer hall and other facilities should be
devised and continuing efforts should be made to develop an environment
befitting our desire for peace.
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