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Takahashi Setsuro Art Museum of Azumino

PRt/ RE R L2 Location /Azumino City, Nagano Prefecture
BT /el Owner / Hotaka-Town
HETE /KR IV TFVIIAY Architect / Plants Associates Inc.
mIE/ KEERKASH Contractors / Taisei Corporation

¥Rttt FEEE Ito Corporation

=t RAKRER Oyagi Construction Co.,Ltd.
®TH/2002F€12810H Completion Date / December 10, 2002
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FEWH Interior view of the main house.
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BCS Prize-winning Work
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This museum dedicated to Setsuro Takahashi, a well-known contemporary
lacquer artist, incorporates the house in which he was born. The basic
goals of the project were to exhibit the artist’s works, contribute to the
development of a regional culture and help revitalize the region. The
architect, selected through a proposal-type competition, has been successful
in achieving those goals.

To establish a harmonious relationship between the museum and the
natural environment of the Azumino region, the architect preserved a
cluster of structures (an old folkhouse and several storchouses) belonging
to the family into which Takahashi was born as well as large trees including
pines on the property but arranged the modern-looking new building
in such a way that it blends into its surroundings. The architect has
prevented the new building from standing out in the landscape by keeping
the building as a whole low and using materials of subdued colors such as
deep green granite and traditional plaster. This museum not only exhibits
works of lacquer art but communicates the artist’s deep attachment to the
region through features such as a water garden incorporating spring water
drawn from the Northern Alps, a stone garden with an old cherry tree, and
a glazed passageway connecting the new building to the old folkhouse.

The total design of the interior and exterior environment is superb:
the re-use of the old folkhouse, the careful and decorous design of space,
the appropriate detailing and apt choice of materials such as the specially
developed energy-conserving window-frames, and the integrated character
of the design of everything down to the signs, lighting and furniture.
The environmental characteristics of this cold region have been taken
into account. A passive approach to temperature control, making use of
intermediate layers of air, has been adopted to good effect; i.e. the heat
load is reduced by increasing or decreasing the flow of air inside the double-
layered floor, double-layered walls, the underground pit and trenches under
the galleries, depending on outside air conditions.

This project, which made full use of the existing environment through
restoration and re-use of the main house as an exhibition space, was realized
through careful discussions with the municipal committee responsible for

administering the museum. The work is firmly rooted in the region and is

worthy of the BCS Prize.



