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Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse

PRTEH /R | | B Em R RHE-1-1.2 Location / Naka-ku, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture -
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MEEAN BEM=EMUCiRERE Yokohama Arts Foundation < \\\\‘7

FEtE /MRSt FETUEHEERE Architects / Chiaki Arai Urban and Architecture Design AW
et 74 714 IR IVR )S—rF+—X TIS & Partners Co.,Ltd.
et EFXKE KUNI Architects & Engineers
HMEEAN BEEMEH= Architectural Research

BIE/ At THIBE Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
BREt IRTIEE Komatsu Komuten Co., Ltd.

Hxet aHAE Shiraigumi General Construction Co.,Ltd.
#®TH,/2002&4812H Completion Date / April 12, 2002 B SRLGH0
FRLDES View from the west. B85 OFRE Birdseye view from the east




)

o}
=
[
2
<]
=
<
s
r.
o
<]
fre
2
=
=
@
-
=
[ =4
<)
©
T

Warehouse No.2)
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No.2)
Interior of the third floor. (Warehouse No.2
Fac age: Deta e exterior wall.
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I'nte(ior of the second floor.
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15 8E3k/R—J/L  Hall of the third floor.
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This project involved the preservation and conversion into cultural and
commercial facilities of Warehouse Number 1 (built in 1913) and Number
2 (built in 1911), which had been designed as model warehouses for the
government by Yorinaka Tsumaki, head of the building department of
the Ministry of Finance in the Meiji period. Warehouse Number 1 was
half-destroyed by the Great Kanto Earthquake but repaired. Warchouse
Number 2 ceased to function as a warchouse in the early 1980s.
Yokohama began a preservation and conversion project after efforts to
promote such a move by the general public and the youth chapter of the
local chamber of commerce and industry. Ten years passed from the start
of design in April 1993 to the opening of the facility in April 2002.

Warehouse Number 1 has been converted into a hall, gallery and
commercial facility operated by the Yokohama City Foundation for the
Advancement of Art and Culture, and Warehouse Number 2 is used as
a shop and restaurant facility selected through a project competition and
managed by Yokohama Red Brick, Inc. In order to preserve the exterior
appearance of the buildings, effort was made to avoid the exposure of
outdoor equipment on balconies and elsewhere. A mechanical system
building, half buried in the ground, was newly constructed on the west side
of the site at some distance from the warehouses; pipes and wiring to the
warehouses are laid in a box culvert. These measures preserve the exterior
appearance of the individual buildings and the landscape inside Red Brick
Park. Inside, an environmental design guideline, concerning the rate of
exposure of preexisting bricks, fixtures, lighting and signs was established
to maintain the original character of the buildings and to integrate the new
uses with the architecture. Every business in the buildings was made aware
of these guidelines, down to the detailed spatial concept. Preservation was
reconciled with utilization, and the public sector and the private sector
worked together, resulting in the revitalization of the facilities. Even newly
introduced features have been designed by the architect in the spirit of the
First Machine Age to which the original red brick warehouses belonged.

With respect to the preservation work, distinction was made in the
repair and restoration of the exterior finish for the roof, gutters, brick
walls and fixtures between those elements that could be retained and
those elements that needed to be replaced. In addition, experiments were
carried out to test the strength of welding of Meiji steel and contemporary
steel, and jigs and apparatuses were developed in the effort to structurally
reinforce brick walls by the introduction of epoxy resin.

With respect to the exterior space, a unique, spacious open space was
created through a restrained approach to architectural expression and
derailing intended to bring out the original scenic character of the historic
buildings. This utilization project succeeded in breathing new life into the
facilities, which draw 6.8 million visitors annually. This suggests one way
to preserve and utilize the many brick structures constructed in the early
modern era that still survive throughout Japan.
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