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Location / Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Owner / Mitsubishi Estate Company, Limited
Architect / Mitsubishi Jisho Sekkei Inc.
Contractors / Obayashi Corporation

Taisei Corporation

Shimizu Corporation

Takenaka Corporation

Kajima Corporation

P.S.Mitsubishi Construction Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date / August 20, 2002

G H  JLEAISNE  Facing page: View from the northeast.

-

g S
04400 00
£ 441 3y




S5BE@RE  The passage of the fifth floor.
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koji avenue.

KENEEDES  View from the Daimyo




TEED LDRS  View from the Miyuki-dori avenue.
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Review
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The old Marunouchi Building was completed in front of Tokyo Station in
1923, the year of the Great Kanto Earthquake. Damaged by the disaster,
it was refinished in 1925. With the completion of the old Marunouchi
Building, the Marunouchi office district too was essentially complete.

The old Marunouchi Building represented the culmination of the
development of the office building in Japan for several reasons. That
building was quite different from the early red-brick office buildings
constructed in the Marunouchi district in the Meiji era. It was designed
and constructed, not by London architects, but by means of American
technology. In addition, the old Marunouchi Building was an enormous
box-shaped building. Until then, a building constructed on a corner lot in
a built-up area had a tower on the corner. Government or public buildings
were often constructed, not on a corner, but in the middle of a spacious
site.  As a result, their designs tended to be symmetrical, with a tower
rising in the center. A Western-style building was an urban landmark, and
a tower was an effective way of making the building conspicuous. Thus
towers were built, in the center in the case of public buildings and on the
corner in the case of private buildings. However, the old Marunouchi
Building did not have towers at the corners, even though it stood in front
of Tokyo Station and faced the street leading to the Imperial Palace. For
these reasons, the old Marunouchi Building symbolized the completion
of the Marunouchi office district and the full development of the urban
district in Japan.

The Marunouchi Building completed on this occasion represents the
complete redevelopment of that old symbol of the Japanese office district.
The project had as its objective "the revitalization of the Marunouchi
district, which had long functioned as Japan's business center, into a
district of diverse character where people from throughout the world can
meet.” It combined parts that preserved the image of the old building
with a project that accomodated diverse new functions.

The project, which has an office zone that can adapt to diverse tenants,
a multipurpose hall, a shopping zone, and a restaurant zone, was intended
to set the direction for the redevelopment of the Marunouchi district; the
entire district was thus taken into consideration in developing the project.
One sign of this is the underground pedestrian network designed with
the future development of the district in mind. Resources were recycled
as much as possible during construction; e.g. approximately 5,400 pine
piles from the old Marunouchi Building were reused. In this way, a large-
scale construction project was speedily completed in the center of Tokyo.
Since completion, the building has recorded an amazing 24 million visitors
annually. The building, which has become a new landmark in Tokyo, has
transformed an office district into a district where people gather even on
holidays. It has become a center for redevelopment in the district.

The Marunouchi Building is a highly successful comprehensive project
that has reinvigorated the central district through architecture of high
quality and has given birth to a new approach to urban design.
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