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Interior of cylinder wall of the third floor.
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Many historic buildings such as the Tokyo National Museum and
Kuroda Memorial Hall still remain in the area north of Ueno Park. It
was in this area that an architect with the Ministry of Educaton who had
studied under Josiah Conder designed a grand Imperial Library in 1899.
The building, in the Renaissance style, was organized around a central
courtyard. The first phase, built of brick construction, was completed in
1906, and the second phase, built of reinforced concrete, was completed in
1924. However, the project was cancelled after only a third of the original
scheme had been built. After World War 11, the facility became a branch
of the National Diet Library. The present project involved the preservation
and remodeling of the stately building, which had been designated a
historic structure by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

In 1996, it was decided to convert the building into Japan's first
national library dedicated to children's literature, making functional and
technical changes where necessary but retaining the exterior wall, interior
spaces and structure as much as possible. The library would collect foreign
and domestic children's books and related material and communicate
information electronically; in addition, it would provide reading services
for general users and hold exhibitions and events.

A base-isolation retrofit construction method was used to improve
the building's seismic capacity while preserving the valuable exterior
appearance and interior spaces as much as possible. The brick walls on
the east and west sides and the wooden roof trusses were structurally
reinforced. The air conditioning, disaster-prevention and communication
systems were newly installed or updated, and a new circulation route in the
form of stairs, corridors, lobby and vestibule were introduced alongside the
preexisting structure.

The technical additions are mostly concealed, using the latest
technology, so as not to spoil the image of the preexisting parts of the
building. They are unobtrusive. As a result, the added areas, formed of
curtain wall and exposed concrete, are in sharp contrast to the massive
preexisting areas. The clearcut solution is quite pleasant. Visitors moving
through the building sense the passage of time, from the Meiji and Showa
periods to the Heisei period. This library cost the government a great deal,
but it is a worthwhile investment considering how much it will mean to
children now and in the future.

Those involved undertook thorough studies and steady corroborative
experiments and adopted technical measures to preserve and repair the
building while retaining the feel of previous eras. The building is the
result of a combination of construction methods of earlier times such
as plasterwork, sheet metalwork, and joinery with the latest technology.
Those involved demonstrated superb skill and spirit.
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