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Osaka Central Public Hall

FrTEss/ KRR ARBRM AR 2 &1-1-27 Location / Kita-ku, Osaka City, Osaka
BEEX /KEMBEZRES Owner / Osaka City, Board of Education
HErE / KERMEEREER Architects / Osaka City, Housing and Building Bureau,
KAt REBEMAEA Municipal Facility Maintenance Division
KAttt FHESEESHERR Sakakura Associates Inc.
At SLEEEESER Hirata Structural Engineers Inc.
et FEARZESE Aoyama Quantity Surveying Co.,Ltd
MIE/BKEREAST Shin-Nippon Setsubi Consultant
[EL/NE S 7S e=2an Contractors / Shimizu Corporation
ABITEKASH Nishimatsu Construction Co.,Ltd.
®TH,/2002F9H30H Daitetsu Kogyo Co., Ltd.

Completion Date / September 30, 2002
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#l Facing page: Detail of the exterior wall.
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Birdseye view from the east.
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K2 Hiroyuki Suzuki
[  Noriaki Okabe
IKifizi—  Kaichi Naruse

This building standing in an island park in Osaka has long been a much-
loved symbol of Osaka. Known as the "red brick public hall", it was
constructed in 1918 with one million yen privately contributed by a
stockbroker named Einosuke Iwamoto. Shinichiro Okada's scheme
won a prize in the competition that was held for its design, and a juror,
Kingo Tatsuno, revised the scheme and carried out the design in his own
office. The design is splendid; the use of a large arch on the facade to
suggest the large space inside the building is something found in many
Western theaters in the early twentieth century. The building has since
played a role in modern history as a center for cultural activity in Osaka.
A redevelopment concept was elaborated for the eastern district of
Nakanoshima, and that gave rise to a preservation movement. In 1988,
Osaka City decided to preserve the building,

It is important in preserving a historical building to determine its
future use. In the case of the Central Public Hall in Osaka, the decision
was made to continue to use the building as a contemporary public hall.
Continuing to use the building was considered the most appropriate way
to preserve the much-loved landmark.

The capacity to withstand earthquakes was the greatest concern in
preserving the building. A base-isolation system was used to preserve the
original internal space while improving the building's seismic capacity.
The adoption of this system made possible the preservation of the original
interior design and eased restrictions on the building's use.

The main rooms on the third floor were preserved, the auditorium on
the first and second floors was restored and functionally improved, and the
basement was made usable. With respect to functional improvements, the
building's acoustics, lighting and stage equipment have been enhanced,
and the elevators and ramps too have been improved to make the building
satisfactory from the point of view of universal design (i.e. design that
makes a facility easy and safe to use for everyone including the elderly).
The newly added elements have been designed in a contemporary way
and are in contrast to the historical designs. Technical studies were as
important as stylistic studies to the preservation of this building, in which
diverse materials and finishes are used. The exterior wall was cleaned, coats
of paint were carefully removed and traditional construction methods
(e.g. plaster, gypsum, marble finish and gold leaf) were studied and re-
created. Such construction work was carried out after study by experts.
After this project was completed, the Central Public Hall was designated
an Important Cultural Property by the government. Nakanoshima Park
is as important historically as the building, and the district has undergone
a preservation and utilization project. The result enhances the city as a
whole.

Central Public Hall is a successful example of the preservation and
utilization of Japan's architectural legacy from early modern times in a

central urban district.
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