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Yokohama International Passenger Terminal

e/ EEm X EEE] -1 Location / Naka-ku, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture
BET /tEEh Owner / Yokohama City
REtE /I A—-TF—FFTUVY UITYR Architect / foa (foreign office architects Itd.)
I/ EKERKAST Contractors / Shimizu Corporation
REEZRTERARMT Toa Corporation
RonEREENRAST Toa Kensetsu Sangyo Co.,Ltd.
JFETEKA R JFE Kouken Corporation
KkRAett NMEIBE Matsuo Corporation
EEEZtkAat Kajima Corporation
et 7Y% Fujita Corporation
ERERR ARt Sotetsu Construction Co.,Ltd.
TEERRART Kudo Construction Co.,Ltd
FPHESEA =T Toda Corporation
REERHA et Tokyu Constructon Co.,Ltd.
M35 e an Yamagishi Construction Co.,Ltd.
et ANAHI—RL—Yyayv Suruga Corporation
W®TH,/2002%F10831H Completion Date / October 31, 2002
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OE— Immigration lobby.

—~AD I Passage lead to immigration lobby. A—T > ZANR—Z Open space.




1B5EEEE15  Parking area on the first floor.
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The scheme that won first prize in the 1994 international design
competition was notable for its gently undulating, three-dimensional
topographical form. Tt was entirely different from other proposals and
seemed to anticipate a future when computers make possible the design of
forms that completely overturn past architectural concepts.

The building completed eight years after the competition may not
have quite the futuristic character or slick three-dimensionality of the
original scheme. Nevertheless, it remains extremely innovative and has
undoubrtedly given the port of Yokohama a unique landscape.

The wood-deck space on the roof, which is open to the public,
succeeds in giving new meaning to a type of facility that tends to be just a
vast empty place when no passenger ship is in port. It also gives succinct
form to the idea of the "garden harbor", that is, the idea reviving the inner
harbor of Yokohama.

Containers have transformed the nature of marine transport and
harbors, but there is hope that the passenger cruise business will grow in
the future. In that sense, this terminal is meant to show the way. Minato
Mirai is a shore district in Yokohama currently undergoing development;
this terminal served by both oceangoing and coastal ships, is a gateway
linking Minato Mirai to the outside world. The architects declined to
give symbolic architectural form to this gateway and instead created a
"topographical place” with gentle undulations. This is in that sense a
quite contemporary solution, and the fact that it is backed by the latest in
building technology also suggests one direction that twenty-first century
Japan ought to explore.

Its elegant curved lines and surfaces make this terminal quite striking
from a distance, but it is in fact an enormous facility, approximately
430 meters long and 34,700 square meters in total floor area. Three-
dimensionally curved surfaces made possible by CAD or CG are used
in abundance, in ways designed to disguise the massive character of the
facility. The builder too prepared three-dimensional integrated data (three-
dimensional versions of integrated drawings in which finish drawings,
structural drawings and mechanical system drawings are overlapped) in an
effort to make the three-dimensional construction approximate as closely
as possible the three-dimensional design. The building is composed of
two layers of steel-frame folded-plate structure. The steel frame, weighing
a total of 16,000 tons, was divided into components with a maximum
weight of 60 tons and a maximum dimension of 35 meters. These
components were fabricated in the factory and transported to the site,
assuring precision and shortening the construction period. This made full
use of the location of the site on the harbor, which was advantageous from
the point of view of transportation. The project has also opened up a new

horizon for future building construction in the area.
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