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Location / Minato-ku, Tokyo
Owner / Dentsu Inc.
Architect / Obayashi Corporation

Contractors / Obayashi Corporation

Kajima Corporation
Shimizu Corporation
Taisei Corporation
Takenaka Corporation
Completion Date / October 31, 2002

A H B  Facing page: View from the south.
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This is an enormous multifunctional complex with a total floor area of
230,000 square meters, organized around the 210-meter high, 48-story
Dentsu Head Office. The other buildings are the commercial/cultural
building which accommodates the Dentsu Shiki Theater and shops;
Dentsu Hall; and Shiodome Annex Building which accommodates DHC
and rental offices.

The client demanded a building that inspires creativity in a way
befitting the new head office of an international corporation such as
Dentsu; a highly functional and flexible office space for 6,000 workers,
with a typical floor possessing as large a floor area as possible; a building
that takes the environment into maximum account; and a building that
takes advantage of the favorable location overlooking Hama Detached
Palace. To meet these demands, a design team was assembled around the
Dentsu New Head Office Construction Promotion Office. Obayashi
Corporation, the architects, worked with design partners Ateliers Jean
Nouvel and The Jerde Partnership International Inc. on the high-rise
building and the commercial/cultural building respectively. The design
concept for this international collaborative effort was "crystal and rock”.
A formal image of great clarity emerged; namely, a high-rise building
of crystalline transparency rising from a base of rock-like solidity. The
uniform, universal space enclosed in a gently-curving boomerang-shaped
envelope provides pleasant office spaces with a view. A dual elevator system
combining high-speed elevators and local elevators is used to serve the 48
floors of the high-rise building. On four floors, the structural system, the
ascending and descending elevators and the views are integrated to form
dynamic multistory spaces. The form, which seems to change depending
on the angle of vision, and the gradations of the ceramic print glass (glass
with a pattern printed on it using ceramic) work together with the Indian
granite covering the low-rise building to create a fresh, rather visionary
look. The latest in structural technology has been introduced to improve
safety and livability; e.g. a rigid frame and a double-height mega-brace
have been combined on transfer floors to increase horizontal rigidity in the
shorter, lateral direction in plan. With respect to energy conservation, an
air-flow window system (a system for exhausting air inside a room through
the air space in double-glazed windows) that combines ceramic print glass,
blinds (which can be opened or closed or angled by a sensor) and air-flow
sash screens light and reduces the heat load. The standard illumination
from the ceiling is 300 lux, and task lights are used to achieve the necessary
desktop illumination. By reducing the consumption of electricity and
controlling the load on the air conditioning system, greater energy
conservation was achieved than had originally been planned. With respect
to construction, the components of the glass curtain wall were mostly
assembled in a work area and installed by means of vertical and horizontal
means of conveyance. That led to success in saving labor and reducing the
emission of waste. After construction, effort has continued to be made
to provide convenience and comfort and meet the needs of occupants
through follow-up conferences. In addition, over 800,000 persons visit
the commercial/cultural building (Caretta Shopping Center) every month,
and ten million persons have visited the facility since the grand opening. It
has contributed to the revitalization of the district and is playing a leading

role in the redevelopment of the Shiodome district.
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