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RELE General view at night.

Location / Fuji City, Shizuoka Prefecture

Owner / Shizuoka Prefecture
Architect / Showa Sekkei
Contractors / Tobishima Corporation
Katsumura Construction Co.,Ltd.
Ishii Corporation
Nakamura Corporation
Completion Date / March 15, 2002
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Fuji Swimming Pool was planned as the venue for the swimming and
diving events in the NEW Wakafuji National Athletic Meet held in
summer 2003. The indoor swimming pool has a total of 3,000 seats, of
which 2,000 are fixed. The site is in a park with a view of Mt. Fuji. The
nearby environment and landscape were naturally an important factor in
the design of the building. The form is intended to suggest a drop of the
clear water for which the area is known. The stainless panels with a dull
finish that cover the three-dimensionally curved surfaces of the facility
help express that water-drop image. Steel-frame trusses with a span of
85 meters support the complex curved surface of the roof. The main
problems were achieving necessary precision in erection and fabricating the
stainless panels. Although advances in three-dimensional CAD and three-
dimensional measurement devices have made possible the construction of
buildings with such complex forms, the success of the builder in precisely
positioning the steel frames within originally established parameters, after
the disengagement of the jacks, was still quite an achievement.  Drawing,
fabricating and installing the 12,600 curved exterior wall panels (which
came in 6,000 different shapes) also required enormous effort on the
part of the builder. Super stainless panels with open joints were used
on the exterior wall (i.e. the roof surface). Measures to reduce the cost
of maintenance and management were adopted; e.g. the water drip was
detailed to prevent soiling.

Inside, the 50-meter swimming pool, the diving pool and the spectator
seats are arranged in one large oval space. Wood was used to create a bright
space with surfaces that are soft and warm to the touch; local Japanese
cypress was used on the frames, a wood deck was installed by the pool, and
wood was also used in the seats. Users of the facility are offered a pleasant
open space. The facility is intended for both competitions and general
use. The 50-meter pool can be divided into two 25-meter sections by a
movable wall, and a movable floor was developed to make it possible to
adjust the depth of the water. With respect to maintenance and operation,
air pressure is increased inside the ceiling to prevent condensation on
steel-frame members. A system of heat storage makes it possible to heat
(or cool) the pool water using low-cost nighttime electric power. Such
measures help reduce the running cost and are more sensitive to the global
environment.

Rocks of lava excavated from the site have been arranged along the
approach to the entrance hall on the south side of the site to form a "lava
plaza." From here, one can see Mt. Fuji in the distance on clear days.
The landscape design incorporating the lava as well as the nearby tea
fields suggests the natural forces at work in this region, the history of the
environment and the latent power of this place. The distinctive exterior of
the facility and the care with which the character of the place, the character
of the region and the environment have been considered have produced a
work of a very high standard.
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