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Kansai-kan of the National Diet Library
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BET /EHiuE<XNEERAERE Owners / Kansai-kan of the National Diet Library
B RBE SRR ERED Kinki Regional Development Bureau
RETE /MRt BR - ZIEREMARAR Architect / Fumio Toki Associates
BIE/ txstt THIFEE Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
= HEREZKASH Sumitomo Mitsui Construction Co.,Ltd.
hFERGRA Rt Penta-Ocean Construction Co.,Ltd.
®BTH,/2002E8830H Completion Date / August 30, 2002
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ME=hS5FhEERS  Court seen from the reading room.
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KfELZ  Hiroyuki Suzuki
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This work is based on a proposal selected from some 500 schemes
submitted from inside and outside Japan in an open international
competition.

In order to add to the storage capacity of the Main Library of the
National Diet Library, completed in Kasumigaseki in 1968, and its
adjacent Annex and to offer library services adapted to the rapid growth
of electronic information to people inside and outside Japan, a plan to
construct a new library was proposed and the Kansai-kan of the National
Diet Library Project Board of Inquiry was established in 1982. It proved
to be an enormous and time-consuming project; 20 more years passed
before a competition was held and the building was finally completed.
The program called for flexible spaces capable of adapting to rapid changes
in advanced communication systems and scenic and environmental
consideration of the library's position as a core facility in a city dedicated to
science. The initial proposal was so well thought out that the building was
completed without any major changes to the basic plan.

The site is located in a newly-developed area in a district of wooded
hills blessed with a rich natural environment inside Kansai Science City.
The area is still under development and not yet urbanized. The required
building volume was half-buried in the ground. The result is a simple
form with great presence, possessing a suitable aboveground volume and
walls of glass. That form, together with the grass on the reading room roof
and the trees in the courtyard that evoke the original landscape of the hills,
produces a building of highly dignified appearance.

The spatial organization is simple and easy to understand. The
space extending from the entrance hall to the reading room on the first
basement floor circles the courtyard; it is an open space that brings the
visitor into close contact with nature. Although glass is the main theme
of the building, other materials such as stucco walls and solid aluminum
members are also detailed with precision to bring out their materiality.
There is a feeling of tension, but the space also has a rich, warm
atmosphere. The appearance of the courtyard is especially noteworthy.
Although they represent a re-created nature, the trees, Japanese pampas
grass, Japanese bush clover and wild plants growing naturally from newly
introduced soil remind us of the power of nature and reinforce the sense of
tranquility in the library.

Many measures have been taken to reduce the burden on the
environment; e.g. the use of a double-skin structure (two layers of glass
with an intermediate air space) and the greening of the roof to reduce the
air-conditioning load, maximum use of natural light, and use of rainwater.

As Kansai Science City continues to develop in the future, users of the
library wil no doubt increase and the building will provide an excellent

model for development in the area.
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