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Takenaka Corporation

Contractor / Takenaka Corporation
Completion Date / June 11, 2001
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As the name "maison" (house) indicates, this is not simply a work of
commercial architecture. The idea of "welcoming guests to a house"
is deeply rooted in the program and informs every part of the exterior
appearance, interior space and spatial organization of the building. The
maison, which has a total floor area of approximately 6,000 square meters,
accommodates not only a boutique but a workshop that creates and repairs
products, an art museum dedicated mainly to the history and products of
Hermes, a gallery for special exhibitions, a small cinema, and a meeting
and reception room. These multifunctional spaces, wrapped in thick
glass blocks and bathed in a tranquil light, seem far removed from the
bustling shopping district just outside the building. The curtain wall of
large, 45 centimeter square glass blocks introduces a symbolic presence
into the bright Ginza townscape. The building has the abstract look of an
enormous block of ice; in a district of superficial transparency and graphic,
colorful expression, it seems to strive for an eternal quality. Its uniquely
expressive beauty endows urban space with creative value.

The technical aspect of design focused mainly on developing glass
blocks with the desired effect— resembling ice by day and a magic lantern
at night—and creating a glimmering surface of light in interior spaces.
A comprehensive approach, covering every aspect of the problem from
structure and disaster prevention to detailed design, was taken in the
development of the wall made completely of large glass blocks, and the
undertaking was completed through patient, long-term collaboration.
This building is the crystallization of that effort to achieve a certain
architectural expression.

Teamwork on many fronts resulted in the high standard of this
building: the close relationship between architect, client and interior
designer; the ability of the architect, builder and manufacturer to transcend
the complexity of an international design and construction organization;
the indispensable cooperation of the structural engineer in the creation of
the glass block facade.

In addition to the building's response to the townscape and the open
character of facilities such as the gallery, features such as the access provided
to the subway, the pocket park and the shining mobile installed above the
park, which were a part of the program from the start, work together with
the glass block tower and make a quiet yet definite contribution to the city.

Collaboration between client, architect and builder is a criterion for
the BCS Prize. In this case I would like to call attention to the process
itself, that is the admirable way in which client, architect and builder
demonstrated creativity and responsibility and overcame the technical

difficulties with which they were confronted.
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