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Pacific Century Place Marunouchi

FRTEH, RREATFCHEXADA 1-11-1 Location / Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

BEX L—-IoT 0 R4S Owners / Rail City East Development Co.,Ltd.
BEANRS 74y 7w>Fa)—70—THhKEH Pacific Century Group Japan Co.,Ltd.
RAARRE SR ER 1T East Japan Railway Company

ETE /MR et BERE Architects / Nikken Sekkei Co.,Ltd.
M=t IR IEE Takenaka Corporation

BIE/ A=t MThIEE Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
BEEEEMASH Kajima Corporation

¥WTH 2001 F£11 B 20 H Completion Date / November 20, 2001

AE dt@Efl£: Facing page: General view from the northwest.

RERBTERS X—/X—25LOEEE3,400mm View of the foot of the building. Diameter of the supr—column: 3,400mm.
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HERE D SEGEMD/Y/ 57 Panoramic view seen through the glass wall.
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The area around Tokyo Station is well-known as the gateway not only to
Tokyo but to Japan. The Marunouchi district has undergone continual
urban redevelopment, but the Yaesu side of the station is only belatedly
beginning to undergo change. This work, the first development project in
the southern part of the Yaesu side of Tokyo Station, is especially important
as an indicator of future development in that area. The site is bounded
by Kajibashi Avenue, Sotobori Avenue and the raised tracks of the JR
line. In addition, an enormous ventilation tower for the Metropolitan
Expressway stands on an adjacent corner site on the south side. An exit
for Tokyo Station on the JR Keiyo line is a part of the site. The project, a
multifunctional development project in Tokyo's central district, required
as a condition of the project the combined development of a plaza in front
of the Keiyo line station and the site on which the ventilation tower stands.
The environment is quite urban in character. Diagonally opposite the site,
on the other side of JR's tracks, is the glass-and-masonry wrapped space of
Tokyo International Forum, and to the north are the tall buildings of the
Marunouchi business district.

This especially beautiful glass cube has become a new landmark in an
area full of tall buildings with glass curtain walls. The delicately detailed
curtain wall expresses, especially by its transparent corners and treatment
of spandrels, a light, urban sensibility that is quite unique. At night the
lit-up building is a fresh, beautiful sight even in a city full of light such
as Tokyo. There is nothing to obstruct a view of it nearby. The seasonal
pictorial symbols that are illuminated on its curtain wall have been
favorably received by people in the district. The public plaza, which is full
of greenery by day and full of light at night, is always being used by people
who come to relax. The four super-columns emphasize the presence of
the plaza. Although the columns are partly obscured at present by a hotel,
they are a bold urban proposal that provides the building with future
flexibility.

The building has been given a capacity to withstand earthquakes that
is 20 percent greater than that of a conventional tall building so that it
can serve as a local center of recovery efforts after a disaster. It is also quite
effective as an office building. It is equipped of course with an advanced
communication environment capable of adapting to leading-edge office
automation systems, but it is also provided with highly advanced energy-
conserving office systems such as blinds operated under centralized control,
a simple air flow system, and automatic dimmers using outdoor light. The
lower floors accommodate a hotel and shops. That and the presence of an
exit for Tokyo Station on the JR Keiyo Line in the basement help make
this building and the area around it livelier than single-function office
buildings.
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