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Togitsu Canary Hall

FRTE,/ RIGIR R AR 2R 27 R 62 Location / Nishisonogi-gun, Nagasaki Prefecture
IBEEE /RFEEAT Owner / Togitsu-cho
E/MHASHE AKERE Architect / Kume Sekkei Co.,Ltd.
ILE /FREEA ST Contractors / Nishimatsu Construction Co.,Ltd.
BHAZEEEESRA ST Nishinihon Ryoju Estate Co.,Ltd.
K EERMA S Fujinaga Kensetsu Co.,Ltd.
%BIH2002% 18 25H Completion Date / January 25, 2002

HEH BFEREB L DHRDOLEZRS  Facing page: Plaza of Forest on the second floor seen from the existing walk.

B LREE%WIRT 2% Bird's-eye view of the roof gardenA
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7R—JLAER  Concert hall.
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DIN—HILEEE bT%—fEZ’&E Greenry seen through the rehearsal room.

Entrance hall seen from the steps by the light garden.
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VAR—ILE DR UICH T 2% R% Coffee shop seen through the entrance hall.
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Togitsu is a quiet port facing Omura Bay, abourt ten kilometers north
of Nagasaki City. It used to be at a strategic point in the route linking
Nagasaki and the Kansai district. Travelers on the highway boarded ships
here and crossed the bay in the direction of Kansai. Togitsu has now
become a bedroom town for Nagasaki because of its proximity to the
city. Togitsu Canary Hall was constructed in response to the wishes of its
citizens after a long period of study as a project commemorating Togitsu's
50th anniversary as a township. It is a multifunctional cultural facility,
organized around a cultural center oriented primarily toward musical
performances. A children's center and a museum of folklore are also
included. The site is at the entrance to a spacious "Forest of Culture Park"
that occupies a verdant hill. A residential district surrounds the park.
This facility is itself a part of the park. The roof is covered in greenery; the
building forms a part of the hill. Green paths crisscross the roof and the
middle of the building and are connected to preexisting stroll paths within
the park. Itis almost as if this building and the park had been integrated
from the start. The music practice rooms, cafe and children's center face
these green paths, forming a sort of streetscape. People using the park and
the people using this facility engage in visual communication with each
other. These are enjoyable street spaces. One floor of the building has
been buried in the ground so that the facility might blend in better with
the park environment and the residential district.

Inside, the building is filled with greenery and light. A well-planted
courtyard is situated in the center, extending all the way to the foyer in the
basement. The facility does not seem all that large. The courtyard draws
the attention of visitors to the facility and helps orient them as they make
their way to the various parts of the building. The greenery and the light
endow the building with vitality. The main facility in the building is an
authentic 770-seat concert hall. Visitors come from fairly far away, as
this is acoustically one of the best concert halls of this size in Kyushu. It
lives up to its reputation. This type of facility is often underused, but this
has an extremely high rate of use. The rehearsal room and practice rooms,
whose sizes and fees make them easy and economical to use, and the open
spaces, which are full of greenery and light that make them enjoyable to be
in, have been highly praised and have attracted users from as far away as
Nagasaki.

The facility is well adapted to the region. This area experiences some
of the heaviest torrential rainfalls in Japan. Drainage layers and high-
capacity rainwater pits have been provided underground, and the rainwater
is used for flushing toilets. This building is a model for public facilities
used for cultural activities by both townspeople and people from outside

town.
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