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CADETERAN D2 5N TS  Facing page: The floor level of the atrium makes full use of the slight gradient of the site.
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Location / Kohoku-ku, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owner / Keio University
Architect / Shimizu Corporation

Contractor / Shimizu Corporation
Completion Date / January 31, 2002

AEESEETE DY 85  View of the foot of the building on the south s
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Upward view of the skylight.
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Atrium seen through the communication space.
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TRUYL HZAA—F294—ILECFTHOFKA THMM A RN RIEEL & > 7= The spaces of the atrium are open and integrated with the outdoor space.
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HIASMER RN A Fa oA  View from the east. Gingko trees lining the street.
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FEANE= Junzo Munemoto
A%  Masaru Okamoto
KAML—  Eiichi Muramatsu

This building gets its name "Raiosha" (literally "coming-and-going house")
from a poem in the Chinese style written by Yukichi Fukuzawa, the
founder of Keio University. This facility is intended to be a 21st-century
center of scholarship and liberal education, based on communication and
collaboration, where communication between people is emphasized and
where there is constant "coming and going" between past and present,
East and West, arts and science and reality. The Hiyoshi campus of Keio
University is dedicated to liberal education. The facility will be a research
center of liberal education that encourages communication and thereby
contributes to the development of a creative educational program on
the campus. Although the facility is principally for individual research,
"communication" between, and collaborative research and project
research by, researchers in different fields have also been emphasized.
Thus providing places for communication and collaboration, places for
presentation and spaces where activities can be seen was an important
theme of architectural planning. Faculty members and the architect
engaged in many discussions concerning the planning and design.
Meetings were held to make information public. The resulting facilicy
thus reflects the wishes of all those concerned.

The site is in the middle of a garden on one side of the lovely gingko
tree-lined main street on the Hiyoshi campus. One of the major tasks in
the project was finding a way of preserving the mature trees in the garden.

A very green environment that incorporates the gingko trees lining the
street and preexisting trees in the garden has been created. The research
rooms are arranged on four sides of an enormous atrium, which has been
raised two full floors above the ground. The spaces on the lower levels are
open and integrated with the outdoor space. The interior environment
of the building makes full use of the slight gradient of the site. Spaces
such as stages and galleries are scattered on various levels. A paving
material that reuses the surface soil on the site was developed to cover the
floor. A glass screen that can be opened at the top makes it possible to
create a half-outdoor environment in the atrium. The resulting atrium
is quite ecologically-sensitive. Places where researchers and students can
communicate have been created everywhere; e.g. the see-thru elevators
in the atrium, the library which seems to float at an intermediate level,
and the so-called "collaboration spaces." The exterior wall is a three-
dimensional grid of precast concrete. The dignified, orderly appearance
suggests the rigor demanded of a place dedicated to speculative thought.

The entire building is supported on a base isolation device. The three-
dimensional truss of the atrium floats above the roof slab and promotes
natural ventilation. Half of it is skylights that introduce daylight; a
photovoltaic generation device is also incorporated. Various energy-
conserving systems have been adopted and proved highly effective; e.g. use
of cool air in the base isolation pit for cooling, an ice heat-storage system, a
cogeneration system and a system for using rainwater.

This is an excellent architectural work that makes full use of
technology and provides spaces of high quality. Appropriate solutions have
been found for functional and spatial requirements, and various ideas and

schemes have been adopted to increase energy efficiency.
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