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Fukushima Gender Equality Centre

FrfEi /B BIE ZAMTHEIA 1-196-1 Location / Nihonmatsu City, Fukushima Prefecture

EHEEX /REER Owner / Fukushima Prefecture

ETE /M stt EREETEEBA Architect / Maki and Associates

IE /FEREFGERSHT Contractors / Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.
MRSt FHivid Noji Gumi Co., Ltd.

¥ I, 2000F10R8 Completion Date / Oct., 2000
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EEE #&R1/2,000 EEnEN”S5R5 Downward view from the southern hills.

JL{8I4+88  Exterior on the north.
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"Cascade" on the 1st floor.
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BAZEHOT v % Deck for lodging facilities.

FHEAR—JL  Practical training hall.
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Society is in a period of major change, and the ways in which women
and men participate in society are also changing. What can be done to
assure that men and women participate together in society ? This facility
is intended to meet the need for a center of practical activity that addresses
that pressing social issue.

The center has three major functions: carrying out various studies and
research projects in support of private groups; promoting self-sustained
participation in society; and supporting mutual communication among
various organizations and groups. This facility is equpped with a library,
exhibition room, study and practical training rooms of different sizes, a
400-seat auditorium, restaurant and accommodations so that it can serve
those functions.

The environment is blessed with an abundance of greenery. The site
is on the north side of a hill, overlooking a park created on the former
site of a castle known as Kasumigajo, in Nihonmatsu City, Fukushima
Prefecture. The building faces Kasumigajo. In the distance is Mt.
Adatara.

The site has a gradient of approximately 12 meters. Fitting the
building to the topography was the biggest task in planning. There are
two different ways to approach the site: a mainly pedestrian approach
from the railway station on the upper level, and the main approach, which
includes a parking area and a driveway, on the lower level. A public space,
L-shaped in plan and named the "cascade," is arranged in the middle of
the building and links those two approaches.

This space called the "cascade" is the most distinctive and attractive
feature of the building. It brings all the rooms of different character into
relationship with each other. The glimpses visitors have of each other's
activities generate a feeling of unity. This five-story space is very much
like a spatial cascade of flowing air, light and greenery, in the way diverse
elements such as bridges, a lounge, and open stairways are introduced,
the green hillside on the south side presents itself, and various spatial
elements seem to flow down toward the main approach on the north side.
The cascade space establishes links between library, training and lodging
facilities, which are clearly organized into different zones. Both a line
of circulation and a communication node, the space affords views of the
green hill in the back and Kasumigajo and Mt. Adatara in front.

The quiet-colored bricks used on the exterior on the lower levels evoke
the stone walls of the castle. On the upper levels are cruciform louvers of
aluminum and (ipe) wood. In addition to helping to modulate sunlight
and control views of nearby areas, the louvers give the building a subtly
changing look. Depending on the angle of vision, they can appear to be
sharply metallic at times and at other times unsophisticated in character.
Together with the texture of the exposed concrete cast with cedar panel
forms, they create a look of great dignity. Energy-conserving measures
have been taken throughout the building; e.g. the hot-water system on
the roof that uses solar heat, and the windows and movable panels that are
provided on each floor for natural ventilation. Inside, wood and metal
are used in finely-detailed ways, and materials that will age well have been
chosen.

The design, which combines a simple and dignified composition with
dynamic spaces, is exemplary.
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