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Fukushima Marine Museum “Aquamarine Fukushima”

FRTE REE VWb E /B EFREHR 50 Location / lwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture
BEX REEHEEZES Owner / Fukushima Prefectural Board of Education
HEtE /MR E1t BAET Architect / Nihon Sekkei Inc.
mIE /KK EsEkE1t Contractors / Taisei Corporation
BEIEKRASH Fukuhama Kogyo Co., Ltd
XS4 InFnsA Kajiwa-Gumi Co., Ltd.

¥ I, 2000%1A8 Completion Date / Jan., 2000
77a—F &4tfI9E  Approach and northern exterior.

Hl&£HE General view from the south.
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3BEdLEl%# Ri&EY  Natural land-and-seascape pavilion on the 3rd floor.

FHRLZNT AR B #8R 1/25,000
nt building on the left floating in the pond.




HIZAL T Ea—DnH 5 3RRE
Interior covered with the glass shelter and canopy.

2REDEAKIEH RS Aquarium on the 2nd floor.
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The project, which had as its objective "the creation of a marine recreation
zone," began in 1978 as a part of the long-term plan of Fukushima
Prefecture. After meetings held from 1986 to 1989 with local residents,
it was conceived as a project to redevelop the wharf in Onahama Harbor
and to build a public learning facility. The decision to construct was
made in 1995.

The building is a comprehensive facility where the public can learn
about the natural ecological system that extends from the mountains
to the rivers, and from the rivers to the ocean. It was made possible by
combining the functions of a museum of natural history, a botanical
garden, a museum of natural science and an aquarium. The idea was to
permit visitors to observe and study in a natural environment. Those
involved took up the challenge of creating an environment using natural
light, which has up to now been considered a taboo in a facility of this
kind. An attractive science pavilion filled with light has been realized,
thanks to the enthusiasm and contributions of the many persons involved
in all parts of the project, from the selection of the proposal (i.e. the
selection of the architect), design and construction to administration
after completion. The brightly-lit entrance hall, enveloped by glass, is
a distinctive feature of the building exterior. Onahama Harbor, which
is encircled by embankments, used to be a bleak place, but this building
gives the waterfront a relaxed, almost futuristic look and creates a core for
the future redevelopment of the wharf. From the light-filled entrance hall,
which affords a view of the harbor and the sky, visitors pass under a shell-
shaped structure of exposed concrete and enter a dark space that serves
as a sort of prologue. Taking a long escalator, they are suddenly thrust
into a daylit outdoor exhibition space on the top floor. River and marine
animals and plants thrive under a glass canopy designed so as to minimize
shadows cast on the water. Sequences of light and darkness as well as
sequences of small and large spaces adapted to the exhibits draw visitors
unawares into the overall scheme. Exhibits on "The Rivers and the Coast
of Fukushima" and "The Confluence of the Japan and Oyashio Currents"
hold the visitors' attention. In the first year, the facility exceeded
expectations by drawing 1.5 million visitors.

Maintenance and management have been carefully planned. For
example, fresh seawater is supplied at low cost through nearby Misaki Park.
The standard of construction is high, as witness the three-dimensionally
curved glass shelter and canopy, the continuous, polyhedral shell of
exposed concrete, the artificial boulders on the shore and the natural
installations that are not directly parts of the exhibits, and measures taken
to combat damage from saltwater, to provide waterproofing, to prevent
the cracking of glass through heat, and to assure precision of construction.
The administrators and those in charge of caring for river and marine
life in the facility have shown great enthusiasm, resolving the issue of the
introduction of natural light and maintaining nature, for example by
cleaning the facility of moss and algae. The team of architect, builder and
administrator, organized around the highly experienced facility director,
have worked together and created a work worthy of the BCS prize.
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