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The Kintetsu Group has a concept for the redevelopment of the area
directly south of the Abenobashi Terminal Building and Tennoji Miyako
Hotel. HOOP is intended to serve as a core and catalyst for that
redevelopment. Redeveloping this area, where many bars and restaurants
are located and many landowners and leaseholders exist, is extremely
difficult. A "concept research committee” was established to explore
ways to overcome those difficulties. Local landowners and leaseholders
were asked how they wanted to live, and a future plan for commercial
enterprises in the area was considered. This is a successful example of
community building through joint development.

HOOP has far exceeded expectations in its ability to attract customers,
and the Abeno Main Store has also benefited from HOOP's drawing
power. However, this is not simply a case of commercial success. HOOP
has given added impetus to a residential project being planned for the
south side and direction to future development. Thus this work needs
to be seen as a successful example of not just an individual commercial
building but community building organized around a commercial core.
In the future, it may be necessary to not simply develop the south side
but reconsider the terminal building as well, creating a flow of people and
spaces toward HOOD, reorganizing spaces that are now designed as a back
area, and constructing a three-dimensional relationship with HOOP.

The FAR was limited to 400 percent, which meant that the so-called
"integral design system" could not be taken advantage of, but even so,
the facility contributes to the creation of public spaces. An open plaza,
measuring 50 meters by 40 meters, was created for people coming from
the station, and a passageway for people passing through to a block to
the south was created in the middle. The planners took advantage of the
fact that the department store supplies the energy infrastructure for the
facility to keep the FAR down and improve floor efficiency, for example,
by making stairs and passageways into outdoor spaces and locating the
machine room for each floor on the roof.

The "open air plaza" is a three-dimensional open space that enhances
this urban commercial facility's attraction for young people. The "big
circle," an enormous luminous disk built over the plaza, attracts visitors.
The highly transparent exterior finish and the see-thru elevators allow
people in all directions to see each other. A lively space that offers a high
level of customer satisfaction has been created. People can play the main
role on this shopping stage. Drawing customers to upper levels is the
biggest problem in commercial facilities. Here, that has been solved to a
large degree and commercial success has been achieved by creating a space
that is a hot topic among young people.

A beamless flat slab (350mm thick) is used for each floor in
combination with a shallow ceiling to create a transparent facade. The
leased spaces are all highly visible, inside and out, from the basement to
the fourth floor. Measures taken to reduce the apparent presence of back
mullions, such as the adoption of the glass half-fin construction method,
are also effective. The disk at top makes use of glass tubes used in chemical
plants. The lighting design, which makes complex use of the reflections of
those lights, gives the facility a lively, dynamic quality at night.

The way in which various ingenious measures have been taken at
extremely low cost is also admirable. The project demonstrates the merits
of close coordination of design and construction; e.g. a threefold increase
in the use to which formwork was put and a reduction by one-third of
materials used through the adoption of the flat-slab construction method,
the installment of tube glass without scaffolding, the construction in six
days of an underground passage, and the securing of a route to the shopping
street through the adoption of the reverse-casting construction method.

Efforts are also being made administratively to put the project to
positive use. For example, the urban space that has been created is being
used for various weekend events such as concerts. This will no doubt
inspire future development in the south district.
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