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AEH 17 r) T LY ERS facing page: View from the atelier on the first floor.

MfAl7R &  Night view from the south.
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wIF—T AN S/NEEEERS Lecture roon seen from the seminer terrace.

AaTAELN I NI RA—F L AMAERS  Entrance garden seen through the studio.

ErE MR A€ E General view from the southwest.
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This is a public university that has as its goal the education of skilled
workers for the information technology industry in southern Hokkaido.
It is unique both in the organization of its curriculum and in the
composition of its faculty. The architect, chosen after a public hearing of
proposals, the administrative authorities and the Expert Committee for
the Establishment of a Basic University Plan exchanged views and worked
closely together to realize the project.

The site is on a hillside with a view of the city of Hakodate and Mt.
Hakodate. The design is based on the concept that the information
network is ultimately a network of human beings. A box-shaped
volume that is completely glazed on the side facing Mt. Hakodate was
arranged on the site. Inside, a large stepped space called the "studio”
was created, with due consideration for the topography of the site, and
the research and lecture rooms were partitioned using transparent
glass. This spatial arrangement allows people inside the building to see
each other's educational and study activities. A school building with
such unobstructed views of activities taking place within it is without
precedent. This scheme was made possible by the understanding of those
involved in the project and the skill of the architect.

Extensive use was made of precast concrete beams and columns based
on a grid plan with a 12.6 meter span. This not only shortened the
construction period, but by making the structural components slender,
helped produce an open, highly transparent space. An amazing amount
of care has been taken in the treatment of the structure and the glass
surfaces, and this contributes a great deal to enhancing the quality of the
spatial design. The mechanical systems have been adapted to the spatial
design. For example, to air condition the large studio space, heating is
supplied in winter through floor outlets; efficiency is increased by the
additional use of heat stored in the floor. In summer, air under the roof
is ventilated. The great care taken to adapt the structural and mechanical
systems to the spatial organization and design is admirable.

The highly transparent design of the educational space of this
university, which allows people to see each other's activities, offers many
suggestions for the arrangement of university buildings in the future, and
care and ingenuity have been lavished on the structural and mechanical
systems and details in order to make that design a reality. This work is
admirable for many reasons including the skillful use of the topography of
the site and the way maximum advantage is taken of the available view.
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