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Niigata-City Performing Arts Center and Hakusan Park
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This facility, based on the winning scheme in an open competition
held in 1992, took two years to design and three years to construct.

The architect likened the park, the river, several facilities that
existed separately prior to the project and a parking building that was
to be newly constructed to islands in an archipelago, and proposed
that a new "hanging garden" and a pedestrian walkway be created by
connecting those "islands" by bridges. The project has succeeded in
creating new cultural centers for the city and in generating urban
relationships between those centers. According to the architect, the
scheme was inspired by Niigata City's history of urban formation.

The main level of human activity is set at about six meters above
the ground. This creates a new landscape, characterized by attractive,
variegated views and functional paths of movement.

At the Performing Arts Center, theater spaces have been function-
ally combined in an egg-shaped plan. The complex space sandwiched
between the outer membrane of the egg and the theater spaces has been
put to good use as a lounge. The outer membrane is made from a
double skin of DPG construction, and the result is excellent, technically
and aesthetically. The screen used to modulate light, made of two
perforated sheets of aluminum, each 0.2 millimeter in thickness, is
also attractive. This screen makes it possible to use natural lighting
as much as possible inside the facility, while also modulating direct
light. It serves effectively to reduce the load on the air conditioning
system and contribute to energy conservation. The roof is planted
with greenery, which, together with water sprinkled in summer, reduces
the environmental load and conserves energy. Planting greenery on the
roof also creates new, tranquil views and a landscape of which the
public can be proud.

The fact that independent projects account for nearly fifty percent
of the operation of this facility and that the public participated
through workshops in the development of both the hardware and the
software from the planning stage is worthy of note. That and the high
rate of public use compared with similar facilities suggest that a close
relationship based on trust was established between the architect and
the client. Of the three halls, the concert hall, though by no means
large, is a first class hall with a refined design based on white colors
and wood.

With respect to construction skills, difficult problems of structural
detailing have been confronted and resolved, resulting in a work of
high quality. The farsightedness and leadership of the client, the
modest, sincere attitude and superb design skills of the winning
architect in the competition and the excellent construction skills of the
builder have produced a beautiful building. Niigata-City Performing
Arts Center and Hakusan Park are worthy of the BCS Prize.

77



