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LG LIS ) 7HhEEZ RS  OurLady's chapel seen across the lawn court.

EIEE & V) E7E=E£ B2  Hall for a laymen's assembly seen from the cloister.
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Location / Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Owner / Society of Jesus
Architect / Sakakura Associates Architects & Engineers
Contractors / Shimizu Corporation
Takenaka Corporation
Completion Date /" May.,1999
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BB #8R1/3,000 T77O-FLWEEEERS  Main church seen from the approach.

AR ESMLUICEREEE RS Main church seen over the Yotsuya crossing.
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FEENRE Interior of the Main church. <) 7HEE  OurLady's chapel.
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Upward view of the Main church. Pond in the Xavier chapel.
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This Catholic church, located near Yotsuya Station, has one of the
largest congregations in Japan. It was decided to rebuild the facility
on the fiftieth anniversary of the construction of the old church in
order to accommodate a significant growth in the congregation. The
new church was to be adapted to a form of mass more appropriate to
today in which people surround the celebrant, that is, to the form of
ceremony recommended by the Second Vatican Council. Many
individuals participated in the long planning period that followed the
limited competition, and open discussions were held on many
subjects including the airing of views for and against the winning
scheme. On one occasion, the proposed church was simulated at full
scale on a grassy open space.

With regard to the planning and design, those involved in the
project succeeded in constructing on a limited site, and even as the
old church remained in use, a large complex including a church with
a capacity of 700 persons, two chapels of different size, a crypt able
to hold the remains of 3,500 persons, and a center for a laymen's
assembly. The Yotsuya embankment, which is planted with cherry
trees, was visually integrated with the open space in front of the
church. The church is a highly centripetal, symbolic space with an
elliptical plan and a floor that is slightly depressed in the middle. Tt
is a much larger space than the exterior suggests. The elegantly
designed steel frame of the canopy serves as the main structure but is
extremely light in feeling. Natural light is ingeniously introduced
from the sides and dispersed throughout the church. The overlapping
curved beams, which are all welded, were precisely constructed using
a new system of three-dimensional measurement. The twelve
columns, representing the Apostles, were built using forms with
complex sections. The concrete was poured to a height of nine
meters without joints. A number of other difficult tasks such as
laying the brick for the interior acoustical wall were also successfully
executed.

In response to a desire expressed by the church to consider the
global environment, no wood from rain forests was used. Plywood
made from conifers and steel forms were used instead. The double-
layered pit in the basement was reduced through the use of a mat slab,
and all excavated material was reused. To contribute to the elimination
of a heat island in urban areas, the open area in front of the building
was covered with grass. Even the terraces were planted.

When the competition proposal was first selected, the more
conservative members of the church congregation expressed opposition
and suggested that the old form of the church be retained. However,
the priest in charge and others involved worked patiently to convince
those opposed to the scheme, and after many discussions the project
proceeded as planned. Worshipers who took part in the consecration
ceremony realized the moment they set foot inside the new church
that this facility was indeed what they had been seeking. Everyone
was impressed by the design and spatial quality of the church. The
enthusiasm and confidence of the client and the intense dedication of
the architect and the builder have breathed life into the space of the
church. The process by which the congregation achieved consensus
has had an aftereffect. A voluntary system of maintenance and
management has been established by laymen, reducing the cost of
maintenance by approximately a third.
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