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548 General view from the south.

BERMDRIEERTAY Downward view of the oval forecourt.
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Location / Kawasaki City, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owner / Ajinomoto Co.,Inc.

Architect / Shimizu Corporation

Contractor / Shimizu Corporation

Completion Date / Nov.,1998

BB #8R1/2,000 AEElsE 58 Twilight view from the southeast.

Aot 3~5REIC—MRERY — AT 5N TLS  View from the south. General laboratory zone from 3rd floor to 5th.
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Second-floor lounge seen from the entrance hall.
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Communication hall on the second floor.
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East side corner of the communication hall.
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This research center specializing in the research and development of
new drugs consolidates three previously scattered pharmaceutical
research departments and is intended to provide a creative research
environment conducive to intellectual activity and communication.
The facility, which stands on 12,000 square meters of land on the
eastern side of a site measuring 330,000 square meters, also plays a
key role in the company's effort to restructure its Kawasaki factory
into a combination urban-type factory and research and development
center.

The nine-story facility has a total floor area of approximately
28,800 square meters. It extends 90 meters east-west and 54 meters
north-south. The low-rise portion of the building is 22.4 meters in
height, and the high-rise portion rises 42.7 meters. Excavated soil has
been effectively used to create a pleasant forecourt, planted with
trees, that is visually integrated with the building. As a result, the
facility projects an image of vitality and openness appropriate for a
research center for the twenty-first century and a catalyst for the
rebirth of a factory. The stable form of the building and the orderly
grid and delicate lines of the facade create a sense of dignity in
keeping with a place of intellectual creativity. The continuous spatial
organization, which begins with the forecourt and entrance hall and
leads, by way of the five-story atrium, to the second-floor communica
-tion hall, and the clear zoning of the spaces around the atrium into
the researchers' zone, general laboratory zone, animal breeding zone
and special laboratory zone produce the pleasant atmosphere and
functionality necessary for a creative laboratory as well as a living
environment that promotes communication among researchers and
reduces work stress. A base isolation system was adopted and reduces
seismic acceleration to one-fifth that of a building without such a
system, or less than 1,200 gal. Back-up systems including redundant
circuits provide a source of electricity during emergencies. The facility
also meets GLP (Good Laboratory Practice) standards, established to
assure safety during drug experiments. A security system for admin-
istering traffic into and out of the building assures security and
reliability. Efficient maintenance and management have also been
made possible through the adoption of a double-shell structure, which
promotes energy conservation and automation, standardization, which
makes it easier to adapt to changes in the future, the adoption of a
mechanical corridor system, which can be maintained from spaces
other than the clean room, and the construction of a three-system
high-speed LAN adapted to research uses.

The client, architect and builder made use of their enormous
specialist know-how and technical ability to arrive at the best solution
at every stage of the project. The 600 laboratories had different
programmatic requirements. The client, architect and builder took
every necessary measure to see that these laboratories function as
required, including confirmation of the role of each laboratory in the
overall plan and validation of their performance during the
construction stage.

This is an excellent, highly accomplished work in which the
building contractor was responsible for both the design and construction
of everything from the building, mechanical systems, laboratory systems
and furniture to the art.
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