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Akita Red Cross Hospital, Japanese Red Cross Akita Junior College

FrTEH FAEEMET LI FIRBFEHR Location / Akita City, Akita Prefecture
BEX /MHBERTFRE Owners / Akita Red Cross Hospital
BAFR+FMUEERASE Japanese Red Cross Akita Junior College
RETE /HMASH BEE Architects / Nikken Sekkei Ltd.
H#REH BERIAN-XFHI Nikken Space Design Ltd.
RIE #HRA=t KM Contractors / Obayashi Corporation
EBRTEMKSH Sato Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
Mt 1Y lto Co.,Ltd.
FHEEMA ST Nakada Kensetsu Co.,Ltd.
et B Hazama Corporation
BT RERIEMLSH Sejimo Corporation
¥ T.,1998%F4H (fRke) Completion Date / Apr., 1998 (Hospital)
1996 £8 B (52X) Aug.,1996 (Junior College)
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HE  RREORBIEEERXRE &%  facing page: View of the entrance of the hospital.

mAlSE  ZHREE. BN EHIKE  View from the south. The hospital (left) and the junior college (right).
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Plan of the four-person sickroom.

# Red Cross Plaza imaged a shopping street.
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RD%H%A4KRE Each bed with a
window in the four-person sickroom.
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ERDIETSELBEEE DB A1 B
Main stairway with various functions of each floor.

FETSHFERTAT BOMEEL THENFRAS
Downward view of the student plaza.
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Kunio Yokozawa

This facility combining a hospital and a junior college is located in
the countryside outside Akita City. It is part of a project to develop
the community around the facilities of an advanced educational
institution dedicated to nursing and personal care and an institution

- dedicated to public health and medical services.

The hospital is very serene and reassuring in appearance, on both
the inside and the outside, unlike so many general hospitals in local
core cities. Its unusual "ordinary spaces" do not have that intimidating,
stiffly formal quality characteristic of so many hospital buildings.

The entrance hall, through which 1,300 visitors pass on average
daily, has the atmosphere of a neighborhood shopping street, and the
two-story Red Cross Plaza suggests a shopping center. Women
volunteers wearing aprons provide visitors with directions. The
image that hospitals unfortunately tend to have has been eliminated,
and a bright, warm and tranquil atmosphere has been created. The
hospital is capable of adapting to the introduction of new medical
equipment in the future, as evidenced by the adoption of the Isocenter
Sub-System (ISS) in the department of diagnostics and treatment. The
medical team and the architectural team brought their respective
expertise to the design of the facility, and the result is a high occupancy
rate of 96 percent (for a period of three years) for the new four-person
sickrooms. The hospital is also extremely well constructed and is
well adapted to its cold, snowy region.

These simple, serene spaces are friendly and cheerful. The "morning
market" organized in the vicinity of the entrance hall and the
"concerts" held in the plaza create a pleasant atmosphere conducive
to communication among patients, non-patients, doctors and nurses.

The entrance halls of general hospitals are apt to have an oppressive
"hospital" ambience. Naturally, this hospital is fully equipped with
reception facilities and clear directions to the various facilities for
medical examination and treatment. However, visitors to hospitals are
often in the grip of complex emotions, and the presence here of volun-
teer women guides is more welcome than color-coded lines painted on
the floor.

The junior college campus is integrated by clean, concise details
on the outside and the inside. The facilities are architecturally simple
and work superbly from a functional perspective. The solidly built
spaces are not without elegance. The exposed concrete does not
intimidate, and the classroom zone and the shared zone of the
auditorium are subtly modulated.

The campus is linked to the hospital by a long corridor, which has
not been as carefully designed as the rest of the complex. Athough
the idea no doubt was simply to provide protection from winter
weather, the design shortcoming is regrettable.
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