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Tokyo Opera City Building

FRTEH, R R ERFTE X Fu#1E 3-20-2 Location,” Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo
BEEX HAEGRREERT Owners,/ Nippon Life Insurance Company
NTTEH R4S NTT Urban Development Co., Ltd.
HAEH/\HEBEE Odakyu Department Store Co.,Ltd.
REEHHASH Keio Electric Railway Co., Ltd.
FE—EnRRIBEE S The Dai-Ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company
AR IV REMA S Showa Shell Sekiyu K.K.
IR kEmkt St Yamadai Tetsusho Co., Ltd.
FH/IVKER Mr. Kotaro Terada
MEYESHKSHT Sogo Bussan Co., Ltd.
BikEANBARSMSEIRES Japan Art Council (special corporation)
HEtE /MASHIX T - TA TV UT4—X Architects / NTT Facilities Inc.
MR =& EtERLETIR R Urban Planning & Design Institute Co.
HASHIEEE 2 v 7 BEMRAR TAK Associated Architects INC.
BIE/ #MASHITHIHE Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
XSt KAR4E Obayashi Corporation
BEEFEMRA=H Kajima Corporation
AKIEEM S Shimizu Corporation
K EREMA S Taisei Corporation
A7 % Fujita Corporation
JNHBEBEHXEH Odakyu Construction Co., Ltd.
HITEEHASH Kyoritsu Construction Co., Ltd.
REBEMKASH Keio Construction Co., Ltd.
PHESRMASH Toda Corporation
BRI =7 THREH Shoseki Engineering & Construction Co., Ltd.
%I,/ 199943HA Completion Date /Mar.,1999
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facing page : Highrise Office tower and the pyramid-shaped concert hall.
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This project stands next to the much-discussed New National
Theater, which was completed in 1997. Though they are separate
facilities, the two projects are intended to complement one another
and have turned this district into a major artistic and cultural center.
The entire 4.4-hectare block, which the Tokyo Opera City Building
shares with the theater, has had its infrastructure improved in con-
junction with the building project. From a city-planning perspective,
its pedestrian and vehicular circulation, disaster-prevention mea-
sures and relationship to other nearby blocks can be said to be ideal.

This project had its start in a request in 1986 by the Cultural
Agency and the Ministry of Construction to private landowners in
the area next to the New National Theatre site for cooperation in
improving the block. This is a rare example of the development of
a cultural environment by a combination of the private and public
sectors. Nine private companies and the national government were
involved in this project, which was allowed to utilize the FAR not
used by the New National Theater.

The project had as its objective "the creation of a theater-city for
the twenty-first century" that contributes to society through cultur-
al, commercial and office activities. To achieve that objective, the
facilities have been planned to complement the New National
Theater, a premier center of art and culture.

The lowrise block accommodates facilities dedicated to art and
culture centered around a 1,600-seat concert hall and an art gallery
with more than 1,000 square meters of space. There are also com-
mercial facilities and amenities that people can visit before or after
operas and concerts. The highrise office building provides support
for these artistic and cultural activities.

The completion of the Tokyo Opera City Building has enhanced
the way the entire block functions, and the spatial arrangement is
attractive and meets the established objectives of the project. The
promenade space, adorned by a large pool of water, that is situated
in the front of the block (that is, on the side of the block facing
Koshu Highway) is integrated with the sunken garden in this pro-
ject and creates a feeling of spaciousness in the entire block. This
promenade and the brightly-lit, 200-meter long galleria, which it
intersects at right angles, are the axes around which the inner-ori-
ented spaces of the project are laid out.

The attractive spaces in the lowrise block are compartmental-
ized by protective walls. The atrium, sunken garden, galleria and
lobby are suitably proportioned and clearly arranged. Although
they serve complex functions, they have a cheerful, exhilarating
atmosphere. The quality of the materials and the precison of con-
struction are also exceptional and contribute to the creation of "a
place of fellowship."

The concert hall, which has a pyramidal space and genuine
wood finishes, was itself designed as an enormous musical instru-
ment with excellent reverberations. It is one of the most attractive
facilities of its kind in the country.

The highrise office building has a floor plate with 2,000 square
meters of column-free space, 18.8 meters deep, on each floor. It is
a first-class office space in which a great deal of care has been
taken with respect to the ceiling height, loads and provisions for
telecommunication technology.

The construction work was noteworthy in that the builder suc-
cessfully overcame by means of various stratagems the constraints
of a narrow site in the middle of the city. The builder also did a
magnificent job in safety supervision, logging 6 million hours of
work without an accident.

The client, the architect and the builder are to be commended
for the will and resolve they demonstrated. They endured enor-
mous changes in the social environment and successfully complet-
ed this big project after 15 years of work.
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