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Nagakute Cultural Center

e,/ BHNERHNBRAFAAFRUFTHHEM4E M1 Location./'Nagakute-cho, Aichi-gun, Aichi Prefecture
BEE /RAFH Owner / Nagakute-cho

RAFH X LOKRES - EEZES Construction and Management Committee for the
HEtE /BREHEF LS REEMEH Nagakute Cultural Center
RIE / MHASHTRIEE Architect/ Kohyama-Atelier

RIEEHsASH Contractors / Takenaka Corporation

KIS TEM S Tokyu Construction Co.,Ltd.
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Completion Date / Feb.,1998 Exterior on the north.

AHRAl£E General view from the southeast.




B ALY T7ORRBICFHE SNz b4 facing page : Atrium in the cetral part of the galleria.

[FDFR—IV] ARE  Interior of the "Hall of the Forest."
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[ADA—Iv] EBEAEERS Interior of the "Hall of the Wind." [BDA—)v] &E Rear walls of the "Hall of the Wind."
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Information for the "Art Living" on the second floor.
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Tetsuo Naitoh

Sumio Fujie

Nagakute is well known as the site of a famous sixteenth-century
battle, but today it is simply a part of the built-up area that stretch-
es eastward without a break along the highway from the center of
Nagoya. The present population of the town is approximately
39,000.

The architect for this facility was chosen through an open pro-
posal-type selection process. A great deal of time and energy was
invested in the preparation of the basic concept for the project by
everyone from the administrative authorities, local residents who
actively participated in the project and experts from diverse fields
who provided advice.

These people did not end their involvement in the project at the
end of the conceptual stage but continued to be engaged during the
construction stage and the operation of the facility after the com-
pletion of construction. The center's lively atmosphere and the
many activities that are taking place there today are evidence that
their efforts have been successful.

There are many local cities in Japan today that boast enormous
concert halls and auxiliary facilities, but it is not often that one
finds a cultural center that is planned, built and operated with the
idea of creating a "homelike ambience."

Skillful use has been made of differences in the ground level to
minimize the apparent overall volume of the building. The two
halls, which are the largest facilities in the complex, have been
arranged on the lower level, and the so-called "Art Living," a facil-
ity intended for everyday use by local residents, has been arranged
on the upper level.

Art Living is a cluster of spaces where local residents can gath-
er, practice and make things. Under the articulated mansard roof,
punctuated in places by courtyards that introduce an abundance of
light, are individualized spaces that are adapted to different func-
tions. This spatial arrangement is extremely pleasant and indeed
generates a homelike ambience.

This cultural center is by no means large but possesses two
halls. The capacity of the larger hall (Hall of the Forest) has been
kept to 800 seats. Local concert halls are usually unable to attract
large enough audiences to be financially self-sufficient. For that
reason, the hall in this center has deliberately been made small; it
is also capable of being put to different uses. The architect has
devised an ingenious solution to make the hall more adaptable. The
proscenium can be moved forward or backward a distance of 12
meters, and the seat arrangement is also changeable. The capacity
can thus be altered from 400 seats to 800 seats. The smaller hall
(Hall of the Wind) has a capacity of 300 seats. Its design is intend-
ed to maximize its use, while taking into consideration the adapt-
ability of the larger hall with respect to use and capacity. The pre-
sentation made to us on the occasion of the on-the-site inspection
took place on the stage of the Hall of the Wind.

Various organizations composed mainly of local residents have
been formed and are beginning to engage in creative activities cen-
tered around this "house of culture." We look forward to seeing
future activities and developments at the center.

95



