BCS Prize-winning Work

Takasaki City Hall

FRTE /BB R S BT = AT 35-1 Location ~ Takasaki City, Gunma Prefecture

BEE /Blam Owner / Takasaki City

ETE M SHAKEET Architect/ Kume Sekkei Co., Ltd.

RIE/ XS IEE Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
FHEEMASH Toda Corporation
HETEMRAEH Inoue Kogyo Co., Ltd.

%I 1998%F 3R Completion Date /' Mar.,1998

HE  REIEESMER £33  facing page : Facade of the 21-story Civic Hall and the assembly hall (left) on the east .
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General view from the north. Gunma Music Center (left) designed by Antonin Raymond. f.i .
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#AEE  Interior of the assembly hall.
" ¥ FEH BOOE—-OKRkI facing page :  Three-story lobby dispensing administrative services.

MEOE-&WMERME#HtE 42 —%R% Civic information center seen from the civic lobby.
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Tetsuo Naitoh
Sumio Fujie

Takasaki City Hall was built to commemorate the centennial of
Takasaki's elevation to the status of a city. The City Hall is intend-
ed—in combination with the City Gallery, to which it is connected
by the so-called Skyway, the library which has yet to be construct-
ed, the nearby Gumma Music Center and a park created on the
former site of a castle—to provide a "civic core" for the city cen-
tered around public spaces.

The 21-story City Hall was made elliptical in plan, with the
long axis oriented north-south. This form takes into account the
axis of the thoroughfare, the location of the building relative to
Takasaki Station and the central part of town, and local winds. A
megastructural approach has been taken with respect to the struc-
tural system. The service cores at both ends of the ellipse double as
structural cores, and the distance between them is spanned on three
levels by mega-trusses.

The large columnless atrium extending from the first floor to
the third, made possible by the adoption of a megastructure, is ded-
icated to public services. Both the lobby where administrative ser-
vices are dispensed and the so-called civic lobby equipped with
telecommunication media are cheerful, spacious areas lit by natural
light.

The elliptical plan was determined after repeated wind-tunnel
tests. It has helped to reduce, not only the impact of winds on the
surrounding area and on the building itself, but the impact of the
shadow cast by the building and any interference caused by the
building of broadcast transmissions.

The gill-like slits located in four places on the elliptical plan to
introduce outside air into the building serve both to cool interior air
during nighttime and to take in fresh air. The slits are a distinctive
feature of the building's exterior. Various measures have also been
taken to overcome the heat gains that result from the north-south
orientation of the building.

Steps were taken, even at the planning stage, to eliminate dan-
gerous work during construction and to make the construction site
a pleasant workplace. Once construction began, a self-regulated
organization to supervise safety and sanitation and a committee to
promote a pleasant workplace, made up of leaders of various trades,
were established. There was a significant reduction and recycling
of waste products. Care was taken in various ways to maintain a
good relationship with the local community during construction.
The project, cited as a model construction site, received a number
of prizes.

Since the completion of the City Hall, the parking in the base-
ment, the observation deck and restaurant on the 21st floor and the
civic lobby have been open to the public from 8:30 in the morning
to 8 in the evening. The observation deck is particularly popular at
sunrise on New Year's and during fireworks, and the civic lobby is
used for various civic activities.

This is an excellent work, whose planning, design, construction,
environmental response, use, maintenance and management are all
of a high standard, and is worthy of the BCS Prize.
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