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Sony Music Entertainment Shiroganedai Office

FRTEH, RREAEX £ H5-12-7 Location,/ Minato-ku, Tokyo

BEX MASH Y I - I2-TVyIIETA AL b Owner/Sony Music Entertainment (Japan) Inc.
tE /MR T XTI T AT Architect / Architect 5 Partnership

BIE/ KRR Contractor / Taisei Corporation

%I,/ 1998%5H

Completion Date / May,1998
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BE1EI> hF 2 XKk—) facing page : Entrance hall.
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The Shiroganedai office of Sony Music Entertainment is built in a
residential district next to the National Park for Nature Study in
Meguro. The building is large, having a total floor area of 9,500
square meters, and stands out from the houses and commercial
facilities in the neighborhood. However, it makes use of a number
of excellent ideas having to do with the relationship between archi-
tectural elements and the surrounding environment and helps to
make this part of Shirogane more attractive.

One such idea was the installment on the exterior of distinctive
glass louvers that serve as an environmental buffer. These louvers
give the building a soft, gentle quality and make ambiguous, not
only the function of the facility, but the views into and out of the
building. In particular, they give the boundary of the building a
cloud- or mist-like ambiguity. The glass louvers and the catwalks
supporting them respectively serve as light control devices and
decks for maintenance work. SUS ropes under tension are skillful-
ly used in the detailing of these features. Roof terraces planted
with greenery help to soften the impact of the building on neigh-
boring houses to the north. The first-floor entrance has been con-
ceived as a highly transparent space, and the sweeping view of the
trees on the north side of the lobby is exhilarating. The configura-
tion of the site has resulted in L-shaped plans for the office floors.
The columns are on the perimeter; the absence of intermediate sup-
ports allows the office spaces to be used in a flexible manner. A
service core with a virtually triangular plan is located on the street-
side. The glass louvers screen the corridor, stairs, elevators and
lounge corner from the street, creating a pleasant, brightly-lit space.

Sony, as the client, was highly mindful of the environment. It
gave the architect detailed instructions regarding not only the
response to the surrounding environment but the choice of finish,
including carpets. The client, the architect and the builder had an
excellent relationship. The client suggested a clear concept, the
architect developed in response to that concept an excellent archi-
tectural and environmental proposal, and the builder provided the
technical skills to carry out that proposal. The result is a beautiful
architectural environment constructed at a reasonable cost.

Bearing in mind all these facts, we concluded that the building
was worthy of the BCS Prize.
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