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National Tax College Wako Campus

FrTEH, /B E B e 2-3-7 Location./ Wako City, Saitama Prefecture
BEE /ERTHERER Owner /National Tax College
HEtE/BRREER SRR EES Architects / Building and Repairs Department, Kanto
MR =4t ZOKERET Regional Construction Bureau, Ministry of Construction
BIE/BEEIMAEH Kume Sekkei Co., Ltd.
HA S EE Contractors,/Kajima Corporation
BT EMRASHT Hazama Corporation
TEESEHASH Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.
FRESEMASH Ando Corporation
HA =1 RBHE Sumitomo Construction Co.,Ltd. ' e - , e
KBEXRLEAHASH Asanuma Corporation 1 L ] W ™ TG ikl Al T R
RBEREKASH Dai Nippon Construction I A7 A : How ; « N I |
B S EAHE Tokai Kogyo Co., Ltd. 5 e '
HREHEATI-KRL—-Y3> Okumura Corporation
AIEER T EMA S Haseko Corporation
HASHRRHE Maeda Corporation
HMRAEH 74 Matsumura-Gumi Corporation
FHESFEMSH Fujita Corporation
%T,1998%6 A Toda Corporation
Completion Date /Jun.,1998

BE . REOBAICEGShAY 74 —F > EEIEEIEF facing page : Sunken garden facing the west side of the dining hall.

MERBERIOBE LICERZ RS EERFAPEER. BNFEEHE  View of the training building(left) and lowrised elfare building(frot) facing th plaza. '
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Stroll path in front of the student dormitories. Administration building.
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1ETE  #R1/2,500 H38%E Reading room. HEMROE —  Lobby of the training building.
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REER3EAE AR T 1 I Foyer of the stepped lecture room.
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HBEMI A Takao Endo
MAZBE—  Eiichi Muramatsu

This is a central training facility dedicated to the continued educa-
tion of tax office personnel from throughout Japan and constructed
on a site of approximately 10 hectares on land that was formerly
occupied by Camp Asaka. With a total floor area in excess of
94,000 square meters, the facility is intended to offer effective train-
ing adapted to the anticipated growth of telecommunications in, and
the internationalization of, society in the twenty-first century.

The proposal method was adopted, and the architect whose pro-
posal showed the best understanding of the issue raised by the pro-
ject—a facility that is in harmony with the future direction of train-
ing and with the environment—was selected.

The organization of the campus—the administration building
and the public tax museum face the entrance plaza on the north
side, the stepped lecture rooms and training building are arranged
respectively on the west and east sides of a large plaza, the welfare
building and the gymnasium flank a sunken garden, and the student
dormitories are set in the woods to the south—results in a study
environment that preserves and makes use of the naturally-grown
trees left from the camp and promotes harmony with the nearby
environment and the establishment of a good relationship with
neighboring residents, thus validating the selection of the architect.

Special mention should be made of the way in which the project
attempts to maintain the spirit of place and to create a facility that
coexists with the natural environment of Musashino. Earth exca-
vated to create the athletic field, which can also serve as a flood-
control pond, has been used to build a gently-sloping earthwork
that acts as a buffer zone between the grounds of the college and a
housing project to the south. In addition, more than 800 existing
trees were saved through mechanized replanting. All this elimi-
nates any sense of tight enclosure and isolation, as the architect
intended, while shutting out the noise of traffic from Tokyo's outer
ring road. The result is a pleasant study environment that is orga-
nized around the plaza and sunken terrace.

The articulated buildings are highly transparent on the sides fac-
ing the plaza. Each building serves its designated function and has
an appropriate scale and architectural expression. A harmonious
overall composition of lines and planes, light and shadow, and dif-
ferent inorganic materials is skillfully created. Public spaces such
as lobbies that open out onto the plaza and the sunken terrace incor-
porate gardens with hillocks, ponds and trees, integrate interior and
exterior spaces, and provide quiet open spaces suitable for a place
of communication and relaxation. The woods surrounding the stu-
dent dormitories have been beautifully restored and transformed
into a stroll path that seems as if it has been there for ages. When
the cherry blossoms are in bloom, the stroll path becomes, not just
a spatially continuous green environment as the architect intended,
but a place for local residents and students to communicate.

Although the project was divided into nine construction zones
and involved a total of 25 different construction companies, the
workmanship, including that of the exposed concrete, is uniformly
excellent. The project is a highly accomplished, attractive work in
which the architect's design intentions have been realized by the
builders through the application of diverse skills. A campus intend-
ed to train people for the new century must be, not an ivory tower,
but a place where students share the values of local residents and
enjoy a relationship of trust with the local community. It is to be
hoped that the opening of the facility to the community will
increase mutual understanding between tax office personnel and
local residents.
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